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Dear friends, 
 
Happy Easter!  Did you know that Easter actually lasts for 50 days?  After Jesus rose from the grave, 
he remained on earth for some time – visiting his friends and disciples, and amazing them with his 
new life.  He surprised disciples on the road to Emmaus; he broke bread and ate fish (so that nobody 
would think he was a ghost)!  Jesus allowed people to touch his wounds so that they would really 
believe.  He joined his friends on a fishing trip, and shared breakfast with them on the beach.  He 
asked Peter one more time to show how much he loved Jesus and to “feed my sheep”.  Finally, Jesus 
instructed the disciples to stay and wait for the gift of the Holy Spirit. 
 
This Spring, when the Easter candy has run out, and the baskets are packed away, and the excitement 
seems to have died down, come and celebrate the Resurrection with us again!  We will be 
remembering the many ways that Jesus shows up – in Scripture and in our own lives – because Christ 
is alive forever! 
 
Blessings on your Easter season. 
 
       With joy, 
 
 
       Melissa McNair-King 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Page One 

THE 
PRESBYTERIAN 

NEWS 



NEWS FROM PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN 
 

From Day Circle by Phyllis Vice: 
 
Day Circle will meet on Monday, April 11th, at 11 a.m. in the Manse.  We will be on lesson 8 of Come 
to the Waters:  The Hospitality of Living Water - Compassion.  Scripture for this lesson is John 4:1-30, 
39-42; Acts 2:44-47.  Bring a sack lunch and stay for fellowship after our meeting.   
 
The Spring Gathering of the New River Valley Neighborhood is Saturday, April 9th, at Fairlawn 
Presbyterian Church, 6900 Pulaski Ave.  Registration and light refreshments at 8:30 a.m.  Gathering is 
from 9 - 11 a.m.  Following is a list of items being collected for distribution to seniors in nursing homes 
in the area:   
 
warm socks   deodorant   chap stick 
bath powder   scarves   knee-hi's 
travel size hand lotions hand-held mirrors  pocket tissues 
large wide-tooth combs change purses  magazines 
hair brushes   note pads   mild scented soap 
"thank you" notes  travel size shampoo  greeting cards 
travel size conditioner ink pens   toothbrushes 

crossword puzzles (large font); adult coloring books with crayons or colored pencils 
 
Also, the residents like handmade cards and bookmarkers, poems and large print books.  We will be 
putting these bags together Saturday morning. 
 

******************************************** 
 

From Night Circle by Dianne Wallace: 
 
Night Circle will meet on Monday, April 11th, at 6:15 p.m. in the Manse.  Phyllis Vice will lead us in 
Volume 2 of Women Who Dare To Believe.  Please read Lesson Two, You Have An Evite and Today's 
Heroine:  Ruth.  Our April service project is to bring items suggested for nursing home needs listed for 
the Women's Spring Gathering.  Also, please bring several dollars for our extended February service 
project, The Women's Resource Center, if you were unable to attend due to inclement weather.  The 
April meal will have the theme of Ruth.  Please prepare a food that begins with R, U, T or H.  Drinks 
will be provided.   
 
 
                                Presbyterian Women – 

                    Praying, Studying, Loving, Serving     
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ANNOUNCEMENTS AND HAPPENINGS      
 

WE WELCOME TO THE WORLD Caroline Elise Goode born on February 11, 2016 to Caleb and Julia 
Goode.  She weighed 6 lbs. 4 oz. and was 19 1/2 inches long.  The proud grandparents are John and 
Allison Hunter.  The great-grandparents are Tom and Lil Haller.     

        
    COMMUNION will be served on Sunday, April 3rd.  Also, there will be a baptism and new members  
    will be received.         

 
CHURCH OFFICE will be closed on Monday, April 4th.   
 
MEMORIAL SERVICE for Thelma Glenn will be held here in the sanctuary on Saturday, April 9th, at  
11 a.m.   

   
NEW RIVER VALLEY COMMUNITY CHORUS will present their spring concert in our church on Sunday, 
April 10th at 3 p.m. and on Monday, April 11th at 7:30 p.m. at Dublin United Methodist Church.  They 
will sing "The Requiem" by Gabriel Faure and several secular folk tunes.  Members of the chorus from 
First Presbyterian are:  Carla Hallstead, Barry & Mardia Long, Martha Moody, Ron Powers and Phyllis 
Vice.  All are welcome.   

 
PLEASE SUBMIT ITEMS to the church office for the May newsletter no later than Monday, April 18th.              

 
 

WONDERFUL WEDNESDAYS 
 

Join us each Wednesday night from 6:00-7:30 in the            
Fellowship Hall for a family meal and activities for all ages! 

 
April 6:  Study Night.  Children will split their time between choir and Bible crafts.  Adults will continue 
their study of “the shortest books of the Bible” by reading Titus. 
 
April 13:  Study Night.  Children will split their time between choir and Bible crafts.  Adults will 
continue their study of “the shortest books of the Bible” by reading 2 Thessalonians. 
 
April 20:  Action Night.  It’s everyone’s birthday!  Join us for our “birthdays and BINGO” party – you 
might even get a birthday present! 
 
April 27:  Action Night.  Got talent?  Come show it off at our talent show!  Last year we enjoyed magic 
tricks, music, storytelling and more.  Join us for a fun evening together. 
 
Save the Date!  Our Spring Picnic will be held on Wednesday, May 4 at Randolph Park. 
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YOUTH GROUP:  We will meet from 5:30-7 p.m. on the following Sundays to begin preparing for 
Youth Sunday!  Join us on April 24, May 1 and May 8 for dinner, discussion and worship preparation.  
If you would like to help with Youth Sunday, but are unable to join us on Sunday evenings, please let 
Melissa know.   

CHECK IT OUT!  
 
During the month of April, ten new items to the church library will be on display in the parlor.  Check 
them out! 
 
230 BRU  The Divine Drama by Kurt D. Brunner - In this book the author helps us to see God's story as 
a grand adventure unfolding on the stage of life.  This book is about where life and story meet, the 
points at which the divine drama of God intersects with the small scenes of life.   
232 MCK  The Story of Christ by Scot McKnight - This compelling and fully biblical introduction is for all 
who are curious to know more about the life and message of Jesus. 
301.42 CHA  You and Me Forever:  Marriage in Light of Eternity by Francis and Lisa Chan - Marriage is 
great, but it's not forever.  Jesus was right.  We have it all backwards.  The way to have a  great 
marriage is by not focusing on marriage. 
616.8 CAR  The Vow by Kim Carpenter - Two months after their marriage, a devastating car wreck left 
Krickitt with a massive head injury and in a coma for weeks.  When she finally emerged from the 
coma, she had no idea who Kim was.   
CH 220.95 DOW  A Story of God and All of Us by Roma Downey and Mark Burnett - A novel based on 
the epic TV miniseries "The Bible".   
CH 222.2 JAN  David and God's Covenant:  Scriptural Stories Based on God's Unbreakable Promises by 
Susan Janos.  Not just a retelling of the story of David and Israel's tallest enemy, this book uniquely 
portrays David's victory based on the promises of God. 
CH FIC NES  "The Railway Children" by E. Nesbit - Soon after their father's disappearance, the family 
moves from their villa to a tiny house near a busy railroad.  The children find plenty of excietment, but 
what happened to their father?  Will he ever come home? 
CH FIC YEO  Jubilee by Ellen Yeomans - Depicts a warm view of heaven as families and friends gather 
to celebrate the Jubilee. 
FIC CAR  Let Them Eat Fruitcake by Melody Carlson - It's the holiday season, and each of the four 
roommates at 86 Bloomberg Place are a little blue.  Each are struggling with relationships with family 
and friends.  Thank goodness God's around to listen when the girls need help! 
YA FIC TAY  Wormwood by G.P. Taylor - Panic fills the streets of London on a night in 1756 when the 
earth suddenly lurches forward and starts spinning out of control.  Within moments, eleven days and 
nights flash through the sky, finally leaving the city in total darkness.   
 
If there is a book you would like to read from our church library but are unable to get it, give Phyllis 
Vice a call (980-3106) and she will be happy to get the book to you.     
   To check out a book write your name and the date you are taking the book on the card that is in the 
pocket in the back of the book.  Place the card on the black and white spotted box (the card catalog) 
on the shelf nearest to the windows. 
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Relay for Life Update - March 2016 

 

Thanks to all for supporting the 2016 Relay for Life / American Cancer Society fund raisers.   We 
received about $400 from the Spaghetti Lunch on February 21 and the Wonderful Wednesday Pie 
Auction on March 9.    

The church Relay for Life team is planning three more after church lunches for 2016 
 April 17 – Breakfast Brunch 
 May 15 – Spaghetti Lunch 
 June 5 – Breakfast Brunch 
Please mark your calendars and plan to attend each one! 
 
This year’s Relay for Life event will be held at the Pulaski County High School stadium on Friday June 
17 from 6:00 pm to midnight.   There are many activities planned for all ages.   We will provide more 
information later.   Again thanks to all for supporting Relay for Life! 
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Church Financial Update – March 2016 

 

The Capital Campaign began in 2011 is for all practical purposes completed.  A few pledges 
continue to be received in 2016 and we will continue to accept new or planned Capital Fund 
donations.    This has been a truly remarkable campaign in all respects.  We now have received over 
$410,000 in pledges and donations from about 75 donors.   We have also received additional gifts 
from several donors enabling some special additional projects to be completed including new pew 
cushions, motorized lifts for sanctuary lights and the cross, and choir chairs.  At the same time our 
overall expenses for the campaign are now just over $508,000.    

Throughout the campaign several projects large and small were considered and approved by the 
session.   Some of these projects, including extensive repairs to the Jones building, were not 
anticipated.   As a result the campaign exceeded its initial goal of $435,000 in project related 

expenses.   

As some of the major repair work was nearing completion in 2011, the session approved the 
temporary use of funds from both the Benevolent Fund and the Phil Sadler fund.  This along with 
significant funds available in the General fund allowed the work to proceed and to be funded with a 
minimum amount of bank financing.  To date the church has paid only about $5,100 in interest to the 
bank and currently has a zero balance on the outstanding bank line of credit. 

The Ed Gibson Estate Bequest of over $150,000 was received in July 2015.  Of these funds 
$10,000 is required to replace funds borrowed from the Phil Sadler Benevolent fund and $50,000 is 

needed to replace funds borrowed from the Benevolent fund.    

For many months the session has shown concern regarding the churches long-term finances.  
Pledges and donations to the General Fund have not for several months kept up with routine 
expenses for staff and church operations. 

This January operational expenses exceeded income by only about $200 (when adjusted for one-time 
gifts received in January).  In February expenses exceeded income by $2,500.   While we have 
sufficient funds now available to cover these shortfalls for the next three to four years, this does 
create concerns for the long-term. 
 
All giving and pledges for operation of the church is very important.  Our church has maintained an 
outreach for many years through not only church programs but through other important Community 
programs including the Pulaski Daily Bread, Emergency Needs Task Force, and Free Clinic.   Each 
member of our church fellowship is encouraged to prayerfully consider your gifts to the church and 
these community organizations. 
 
The Lord has provided some remarkable gifts to our church and we should continue to believe that 

the Lord will continue to provide what is needed. 
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DATE:          LAY READERS:                        CHILDREN IN WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS: 

4/3/16         Tom Haller              Mary Ann Vaughan           

4/10/16                           Kellie Hodges             Peg Vaughan  

4/17/16         Gene Holt             Dianne Wallace 

4/24/16         Allison Hunter             Jeanne Whitman 
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