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Friends, 
 
Remember this story from John’s Gospel (chapter 20): 

Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the tomb and saw that the 
stone had been removed from the tomb. 2So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one 
whom Jesus loved, and said to them, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where 
they have laid him.” 3Then Peter and the other disciple set out and went toward the tomb. 4The two were 
running together, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. 5He bent down to look in and 
saw the linen wrappings lying there, but he did not go in. 6Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into 
the tomb. He saw the linen wrappings lying there, 7and the cloth that had been on Jesus’ head, not lying with 
the linen wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself. 8Then the other disciple, who reached the tomb first, also 
went in, and he saw and believed; 9for as yet they did not understand the scripture, that he must rise from the 
dead. 10Then the disciples returned to their homes. 
 

Did you catch it?  Mary goes alone.  Simon Peter is with just one other disciple.  They see the empty tomb.  And then 
everyone goes back home.  After this part of the story, the risen Lord visits Mary first; and then later the disciples (who 
have locked themselves at home). 
 
I can’t help but wonder if we might wind up with an early-church Easter: potentially lonely; locked in our homes; 
gathered with one or two; possibly even afraid.  What a strange day it will be (and I sure hope I’m wrong). 
 
These are unique times.  The news changes daily.  The anxiety rises hourly.  It’s hard to even keep up with the latest 
recommendations.  But we know a few things that will not change:  God’s steadfast love is forever.  Christ is alive, and 
with us always.  The Lord hears our prayers, and knows our needs. 
 
We are trying to be wise and faithful in this season of health concerns. Our precautions are not rooted in fear, but in 
love for God and each other.  There is a real chance that by the time you get this newsletter, the news inside it will be 
obsolete.  Thank you for your flexibility, your compassion, and your communication during these days.  I can’t wait to 
celebrate God’s mercies with you, in person, as soon as it is wise and faithful to do so.   
 
         In Christ, 
 
 
         Melissa McNair-King 
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Holy Week at First Presbyterian 
 

**All events are subject to change, pending any restrictions on gatherings from the state 
and/or federal government.** 

 
Palm Sunday, April 5 

 9:45 AM:  Parade of Palms with our neighboring downtown churches (meet at the Train Station) 
 11:00 AM:  Worship 

 
Maundy Thursday, April 9 

 7:00 PM Worship in the sanctuary 
 
Good Friday, April 10 

 7:00 PM Worship at Trinity Lutheran Church 
 
Saturday, April 11 

 Easter Egg Hunt for children and their families 
 10:00 AM – Noon, Fellowship Hall 

 
Sunday, April 12 

 9:45 AM – Brunch in the Fellowship Hall 
 11:00 AM – Worship 

 
 

We are considering alternative plans for honoring and celebrating this holy season, in the event that there is 
still a ban on group gatherings by Holy Week.   

 
If you have internet access, please be checking our facebook page and weekly emails for the latest 

information.  We are also sending snail mail announcements as often as possible, to those who do not have 
email. 

 
If you are not receiving any announcements from the church, please call the office at 980-2132 or Melissa’s 

cell at 577-0023.  
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ANNOUNCEMENTS AND HAPPENINGS       
 

SUNDAY MORNINGS: Each Sunday - whether or not we hold worship in person - you can listen to 
Melissa's sermon at the following website: https://melissamk.podomatic.com/ 

If you do not have internet access, and would prefer to receive a hard copy of the sermon in the mail 
each week, please call the church office (980-2132) or Melissa's cell (577-0023).   

WONDERFUL WEDNESDAYS will be suspended for the remainder of the school year.  We will plan a 
Church-wide Picnic when all limitations on group gatherings have been lifted!  

ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING:  Since 1949, Presbyterians have joined with millions of other 
Christians through OGHS to share God's love with people experiencing need.  Your gifts support 
ministries of disaster response, refugee assistance and resettlement, food for the hungry, and 
community development that helps people find safe refuge, start new lives, and work together to 
strengthen their families and communities.  The offering will be received on Easter Sunday, April 12th.    
 
PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN will meet on Monday, April 13th, in the Manse at 11 a.m.  We are on lesson 
three, Words of Love:  Keep Sabbath.  Scriptures for this lesson are Exodus 20:8-11, Deuteronomy 
5:12-15 and Mark 2:23-28.  We will also be discussing Celebrate the Gifts of Women Sunday.  Bring a 
sack lunch and stay for fellowship.    
 
CHURCH OFFICE will be closed on Monday, April 13th, in observance of Easter.  
 
PLEASE SUBMIT ITEMS to the church office for the May newsletter no later than Monday, April 20rh.   

 

CHECK IT OUT!  
 

April begins with Jesus' triumphant entry into Jerusalem.  Below is a list of resources in the church 
library that may help make this journey more meaningful.  They will be on display in the church parlor 
through April.  Check them out! 
 
200 GWY  Christ's Word to This Age by J. Harold Gwynne 
226.09 VIO  The Day I Met Jesus:  The revealing diaries of five women from the Gospels by Frank Viola 
- You will go on a fascinating journey back in time as the authors retell the dramatic accounts of five 
women who met Jesus. 
232 BEL  10 Things They Never Told Me About Jesus by John L. Bell - The author explores facets of the 
personal life, relationships and ministry of Jesus that are seldom the stuff of preaching or  
conversations, but which are all rooted in the Gospels.   
232 MCK  The Story of Christ by Scot McKnight - This compelling and fully Biblical  introduction is for 
all who are curious to know more about the life and message of Jesus.  
232.9 PAP  Life of Christ by Giovanni Papini 
232.9 STE  The Life and Teaching of Jesus Christ by James S. Stewart 
232.97 MAR  The First Easter by Peter Marshall 
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234 RIP  The Insanity of God:  A True Story of Faith Resurrected by Nik Ripkin - Not only was Jesus 
persecuted, so are His followers to this day around the world.  This is a heart-breaking, faith-
stretching, insider's look at what it means to pick up your cross and follow Jesus. 
DVD FIC SHA  The Shack - Based on the best-selling novel, The Shack takes us on a father's 
transformative spiritual journey after a family tragedy. 
DVD ONE  The One Lamb - Jackson Price has everything a man could want until he makes a tragic 
mistake...and loses it all.  Every Life has a price.  Yours has already been paid...in full.  
DVD 232.9 RIS  Risen - Clavius (Joseph Fiennes), a powerful Roman military tribune, and his aide, 
Lucius (Tom Felton), are tasked with solving the mystery of what happened to Jesus (Cliff Curtis), in 
the weeks following the crucifixion.   
CH 398.2 TAL  Tale of three trees - An enchanting American folktale about three trees whose wishes 
come true in a surprising way.      
FIC DOU  The Robe by Lloyd C. Douglas     
FIC SHE  In His Steps by Charles M. Sheldon 
FIC VEN  Man from Cyrene by Frans Venter 
YA 232.9 HE  He LIved Among Us  
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 DATE:   LAY READERS:    CHILDREN IN WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS: 

4/5/20  Connie McMillan   Doreen Latimer    

4/12/20  Jordan Phillips    Violet Nash 

4/19/20             Bonnie Spivey   Karen Payne 

4/26/20   Chasity Stevens   Barbara Roberson 
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