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Friends, 
 
Time flies when you’re having fun!  As I come up on two years of serving alongside you at First 
Presbyterian Church, I continue to be grateful for the ways that God brought us together, and the 
ways that I see God working through this special church.  I am so thankful that: 
 
 You love one another. 
 You treasure your children.  They are generous, curious, and excited about church!  What a 

great reflection of the way you are teaching and loving them. 
 You are sincere in your study of Scripture – ready to dig deep, to wrestle with tough 

questions, and ultimately to let it guide your life. 
 You aren’t afraid to roll up your sleeves.  Whether it’s cooking a meal, teaching a Bible study, 

singing or ringing, mentoring a child, praying for the people on our prayer list, volunteering at 
Daily Bread, taking care of the building and grounds – you know that it takes all of us to fulfill 
the mission of the church. 

 You keep your hearts in the right place.  In the midst of ups and downs, in making big 
decisions, in living out our everyday calling as disciples, you keep your hearts and minds 
focused on the grace and love of Jesus Christ. 

 
Thank you for being the church.  Thank you for making me such a lucky pastor. 
 
 
         In Christ, 
 
 
 
         Melissa McNair-King 
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THE 
PRESBYTERIAN 

NEWS 



GENERAL ASSEMBLY:  The General Assembly of the PC(USA) met this June in Detroit, Michigan.  Since 
then, there has been some news coverage of what took place.  Some of it is true, and some of it is 
misleading.  Some decisions were “controversial,” but nothing in our church is ever decided lightly.  
Some motions require ratification by a percentage of presbyteries, and so their final outcomes are 
unknown.  If you have concerns, joys, or questions about this process, feel free to come speak with 
me. 

-Melissa 

******************* 
 
 

NEWS FROM PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN 
 

PW August 2014 
 
Neither the PW Day Circle nor the Night Circle will be meeting during the summer.  Day Circle will 
host the brunch after church on August 17th.  We will have an evening of fellowship on Monday, 
August 11th, at Rockwood Manor.  Please see  page 3 of this newsletter for more information.   
 
The PW study books, Reconciling Paul:  A Contemporary Study of 2 Corinthians, are in.  The cost is $8.  
See Phyllis Vice if you are interested in purchasing a copy. 
 
 
 
 
                                Presbyterian Women – 

                    Praying, Studying, Loving, Serving 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS AND HAPPENINGS   
 

COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTS for the after worship fellowships in August are:           
August 3rd:    Choir (Claytor Lake)                                 
August 10th:  Outreach   
August 17th:  Day Circle  
August 24th:  no brunch      
    
           
 
WORSHIP AT CLAYTOR LAKE PARK on Sunday, August 3rd.  We will not have worship  
here in our sanctuary on that day.  Instead we will gather at 9 a.m. in the gazebo. 
Because Pastor Melissa is conducting worship for the Claytor Lake campers they will be 
 joining us.   
   Communion will be served and Lexi King will be baptized by immersion.  A pot luck brunch will 
follow the service.  Come and bring some breakfast/brunch food to share.  The drinks and paper 
products will be provided.  If you would like to ride the bus, please call the church office or Barry 
Long.  Come and bring a friend!   
 

     ROCKWOOD MANOR:  We are making plans for a dinner at "Rockwood Manor" on Monday, August  
     11th, 5:30 p.m.  Cost is $17.90 per person and includes tax and tip.  This is sponsored by the morning  
     circle.  Anyone who wishes to attend is invited to do so.  The Manor expects a final count and  
     payment by August 4th.  For anyone who has not seen Rockwood Manor, this will be a real treat.   
     Checks should be made payable to Dot Cash.    
    
     CHURCH OFFICE will be closed on Monday, August 4th. 
 

 PLEASE SUBMIT ITEMS to the church office for the September newsletter no later than Monday, 
August 18th.   
 
THE ADULT CHOIR is taking a well deserved break during the summer.  We are in need of special 
music for our worship services.  If you or anyone you know would be willing to share their musical 
talent for special music during our worship service please see Mardia Long or Phyllis Vice.     
 
HANDBELL WORKSHOP:  On Saturday, August 23rd, from 10 a.m. to noon, Phyllis Vice will have a 
handbell workshop for anyone interested in learning more about our handbells.  No previous ringing 
experience is required.  You do not need to know how to read music.  The only "equipment" required 
is a pair of soft gloves.  If you are interested, please sign up by August 17 either by phone (980-3106) 
or e-mail (phyllisvice@hotmail.com).     

 
     CHURCH PICNIC will be held on Sunday, August 24th, at Heritage Park on Dora Highway in Pulaski at  
     6 p.m.  Chicken strips, paper goods and drinks will be provided.  Please bring a side dish to share and  
     chairs.  Come and enjoy the good food and fellowship!  There will be no after-worship fellowship that  
     day.       
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION COMMITTEE NEWS 
by Jenny Makolandra, Chair 

 
The Christian Education Committee has been doing preliminary work on Sunday School and 
Wonderful Wednesday classes for this year.  Be sure to mark your calendar for the upcoming events: 
September 7th:  RALLY DAY FOR SUNDAY SCHOOL - We'll have a potluck breakfast in the         
                              Fellowship Hall with inter-generational activities following and then classes will  
                   resume the following week.  We have classes for everyone, so please join us in this  
        very important ministry of our church!  We would also appreciate prayers for the  
        folks who have agreed to teach this year's classes:  
Nursery  - Lee Vaughan 
Preschoolers - Barbara and Robbie Roberson 
Kindergarten and up - Pam Chitwood 
Teens - Jenny and Joe Makolandra 
Adults - Larry Latimer will be leading a combined class of the old Fellowship and Serendipity groups in 
the regular curriculum and Ashley Hale will facilitate a discussion group for young adults and parents.   
 
WONDERFUL WEDNESDAYS will resume on Wednesday, September 10th, and we are still working on 
the teachers for this.  Anyone feeling the call to work with the very special young people of our 
church, please let us know. 

 
******************* 

 

CHECK IT OUT!  
 

Here we are in the dog days of summer again.  Where did the time go?  Did you spend any of it just 
reading for fun, or to learn something new, or for a bedtime story?  The following list is of new books 
in the church library.  They will be on display in the church parlor this month.  Check them out! 
 
CH FIC CHO  The Name Jar by Yangsook Choi - After Unhei moves from Korea to the United States, her 
new classmates help her decide what her name should be.   
FIC MAC  Starting Now:  A novel by Debbie Macomber - After being let go at her law firm,  Libby 
Morgan discovers a new life with old friends, knitting and romance.  But a time comes when she has 
to choose betwen her new life or her old one. 
FIC OWE  The Search Committee:  A novel by Tim Owens - When a small-town southern church 
throws a hodgepodge of wildly different personalities together in a van and sends them out to look 
for a new pastor, the dust gets kicked up in more ways than one. 
FIC YOU  Cross Roads:  A novel by William Paul Young (the author of the international best seller, The 
Shack) tells a story of the incremental transformation of a man caught in the torments of his own 
creation, somewhere between heaven and earth. 
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200.28 RIC  The Church of Facebook:  How the Hyperconnected are Redefining Community by Jesse 
Rice - A revolution is underway, a wi-fi, worldwide movement that is changing how we interact with 
each other.   
242 POW Footprints:  Scripture with Reflections inspired by the best-loved poem by Margaret 
Fishback Powers - In this book each line from the poem Footprints has been paired with Scripture 
verses from the NIV Bible.   
261.2 WOG  What Christians Can Learn from Other Religions by J. Philip Wogaman - Examing other 
religions provides Christians the opportunity to more deeply understand their own beliefs.   
232.9 EIN  The Jesus Mystery:  Astonishing Clues to the True Identities of Jesus and Paul by Lena 
Einhorn - In this book, award-winning author and filmaker Lena Einhorn presents an astonishing new 
hypothesis about the relationship between Jesus and the Apostle Paul.   
 
   If there is a book you would like to read from our church library but are unable to get it, give  Phyllis 
Vice a call (980-3106) and she will be happy to get the book to you.     
   To check out a book write your name and the date you are taking the book on the card that is in the 
pocket in the back of the book.  Place the card on the black and white spotted box (the card catalog) 
on the shelf nearest to the windows.  There is no time limit, but please be considerate of others who 
might like to check out the book.  When returning the book, please place it on top of the card catalog.  
Please do not reshelf the book.     
 
 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

 
 
The Session of First Presbyterian Church has elected to adopt "Glory to God" as our congregation's 
new hymnal.  This hymnal was commissioned by the PC (USA) and released in the fall of 2013.   
 
You are invited to help us fill our pews!  The cost per hymnal is $20.  What a special way to give a gift 
in honor or in memory of a loved one.  Please return completed forms to the church office by 
September 7, 2014.   
 
Your  Name:  ________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Number of Hymnals:  _________________________________________________________________ 
 
(Optional) Given In Honor of: ___________________________________________________________ 
 
(Optional) Given in Memory of:  _________________________________________________________ 
 
Amount Enclosed:  ___________________________________________________________________ 
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DATE:          LAY READERS:                        CHILDREN IN WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS: 

8/3/14         Phyllis Vice             Mary Ann Vaughan  

8/10/14         Ernie Wallace              Peg Vaughan 

8/17/14         Susannah Whitener            Dianne Wallace 

8/24/14                    Ronnie Powers              Susannah Whitener 

8/31/14         Tripp Whitener            Jeanne Whitman 

The usher captain for the month of August is Bob Ingram. 
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