THE
PRESBYTERIAN
NEWS
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

408 N. Jefferson Avenue
Pulaski, VA 24301

Office: (540) 980-2132
E-mail: firstprespulaskiva@gmail.com
Web Site: firstpresbyterianpulaski.org
Pastor: Rev. Melissa McNair-King

Editor & Layout: Doreen Latimer

NO. 632

AUGUST 2020

****

Friends,
At the Session meeting on July 19, your elders had a well-rounded discussion about how or when to
attempt in-person Sunday morning worship.
On the one hand, Pulaski is by no means a “hot spot” for the pandemic; but on the other hand, we
would like to do our part in keeping it that way. Do we worship in person now – before this possibly
gets worse in the Fall and Winter? Or do we wait until school starts, and see how our community is
impacted?
We are truly in an unprecedented situation. The Session and I always welcome your feedback.
Ultimately, your Elders are responsible for prayerfully discerning what God is leading us to do, and
how all of us can most faithfully serve the congregation and community.
They have made two decisions at this point:
 To continue ‘virtual’ worship through August 16. The Session meets again on August 16, and
will have this same conversation again.
 To begin offering a Drive-Thru Communion service on the first Sunday of each month, starting
August 2. Please look for the details and instructions in this newsletter.
Do not hesitate to reach out to me – or any member of Session – if we can help you. I know there is
so much grief, and so much that we have lost, over the last four months. It is hard for any of us to
imagine a long road ahead. I’m so thankful that we have each other, and that we continue upholding
one another through prayer, phone calls, cards, Zoom, and small outdoor gatherings. We are truly
united in Christ, and we are One in the Spirit.
Love,
Melissa McNair-King
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ANNOUNCEMENTS AND HAPPENINGS
SUNDAY, AUGUST 2: DRIVE-THROUGH COMMUNION
We will be holding a drive-through Communion service on Sunday, August 2, from 11:00 AM – Noon. This will
be in addition to our virtual services (Facebook, YouTube, or snail mail).
What to expect:









Please drive up to the Columbarium area, at any time between 11:00 – Noon.
Three people will be ready to receive you: Melissa McNair-King, and elders Barry Long and Ron
Walters. One elder will be ‘directing traffic’ and the other will be assisting in the service.
Remain in your car until Barry or Ron invites you to enter the garden area. We will serve either one
large household (3 or more persons) or two small households (2 or fewer persons) at a time. (If two
households, you will be appropriately distanced from one another – and separately received and
dismissed)
The pastor and one elder will lead a simple service of Scripture, prayer, and receiving the elements
(about 3 minutes).
The bread and juice are prepackaged – they are not being prepared in the kitchen by volunteers.
The pastor, and the two elders assisting, will all be wearing masks the entire time.
You may remove your mask when you enter the garden (so that you can partake of the elements).

For those of you who have taken or received Communion in the home (with homebound members or during
times of illness), this service will be much closer to that experience. So even though we will not all be
physically together in the exact same time and place, it is an expression of our Communion in Christ – and one
way we can be in deeper relationship with God and each other. I hope that we will all find strength and peace
in this remembrance and celebration of Christ’s mercies.
BIBLE STUDY ONLINE
Sunday School is meeting on Zoom each Sunday morning at 10:00, July 19 – August 23. We are studying
stories in Scripture where God seems to be absent, or is not explicitly named. Join us as we take a look at the
following:







July 19: Esther
July 26: Job
August 2: Song of Solomon
August 9: Special Guest Class – “Living with Loss" with Rev. Emily Rhodes Hunter
August 16: Isaiah 54
August 23: Matthew 27:45-47 and Psalm 22

Here’s How to Log on:
Call in from your phone (long distance rates apply – use a cell if you have one)


Dial this phone number: 646-558-8656
When it asks for the meeting ID, dial: 928-092-4623 #
If it asks for “participant ID,” just wait or hit #
When it asks for the password, dial: 930-594 #
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Join from your Smart Phone or Tablet
 Download the Zoom app (free)
 Open the app and click on “Join”
 Type in the Meeting ID: 928-092-4623
 Type in the password: FPC408
Join from your Computer
Two ways to join –
 Visit zoom.com and download the Zoom program (free) for your computer, then follow the above
instructions for tablet or smart phone.
 Email Melissa and ask for a direct link to the meeting – melissa.mcnair@yahoo.com (You may still
need the ID & password above)

STAYCATION BIBLE SCHOOL IS HERE – AUGUST 17-21!
On Saturday, August 15, all families with children in rising 6th grades or younger will receive a VBS Box that
includes Bible lessons, crafts, and science projects for each day of the week (Monday-Friday).
If you have a child in 6th grade or younger, you do not need to sign up. If you have a middle-school or olderaged child who would like to participate – or if you have neighbors & family members who would like to join
the fun – please email melissa.mcnair@yahoo.com to sign up!
Each day we will share a Bible story reading to our church YouTube and Facebook pages, and we will host 3
Zoom gatherings for children and their leaders throughout the week – so that they can see and encourage one
another. All instructions will be included in your VBS Box.
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Please Submit Items to the church office for the September newsletter no later than Monday, August 17th.
Be on the Lookout:
The Church Safety Team plans to conduct a church-wide survey at the beginning of each month, to get a feel for your
needs and comfort levels as we plan for the possibility of in-person gatherings. The more participation we have, the
more equipped we are to plan safely. Please check your email or snail mail for a survey during the first week of August!
If you already completed a survey in July, please complete a new one in August.

Supporting the Ministry of First Presbyterian Church: These are trying times, and if you need to make
changes to your pledge or intended financial support for this year, we certainly understand. The ministry of
our church continues all the more in times of crisis. If you can continue financially supporting the church, the
best way to do that right now is through snail mail:
First Presbyterian Church
PO Box 824
Pulaski, VA 24301
We are working on setting up a secure, online giving option through the Presbyterian Foundation as well. We
will let you know when this is available. Thank you for ensuring that our witness to God's grace can continue
in the midst of - and beyond - this crisis.
Prayer Teams Continue:
Thank you to the 25 people who volunteered to be on our prayer team. These members have agreed to set
aside an extra moment to pray each day for a member of our church. They each received six or seven names
from the church directory – everyone is included in the prayers. Know that someone is always praying for you,
until we can meet in person again!
Stay in Touch:
There are many ways to stay in touch with our church during these days of challenge. Please sign up for as
many avenues as you like:
 Email (Worship materials and announcements are sent each Sunday morning, and otherwise as
needed): To subscribe, visit: http://eepurl.com/gVSnKL
 Text Message: To sign up for text alerts, you can text the message: @melissamk to the number:
81010
 Facebook: Visit www.facebook.com/FPCPulaski and “like” our page!
 YouTube: Visit www.youtube.com. Search for “First Presbyterian Pulaski VA” and click “Subscribe.”
You will be notified any time a new video is shared on our page.
 Snail Mail: We have attempted to send weekly communications to anyone who may not regularly use
email. If you would like to receive a paper copy of each week's sermon and worship announcements,
please call the church office.
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