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Holy Waiting…Holy Preparing 
 

I am at an age where an awful lot of my friends are beginning to have their first child.  You’d think that nine 
months is enough time to prepare, but as I listen to their stories I become more and more amazed by the 
requirements…classes at the hospital, painting the nursery, securing family leave, finding a pediatrician, 
washing apparently everything you own...it really sounds like a lot of work!  
 
When I was visiting with a college roommate (and her new baby boy) earlier this fall, she shared about their 
preparations, and their lack of “preparedness.”  Because no matter how many items you check off the to-do 
list, apparently you cannot get ready for everything.  And yet what surprised my friend the most was not the 
diaper contents or the sleepless nights or the reactions of their two dogs.  What surprised this new mother the 
most was the amount of Joy that broke into her world when she welcomed her newborn child.  What 
surprised her most was the Love that overcame her when she saw her son. 
 
During Advent, we are all preparing to welcome a newborn child – Jesus.  We are busy preparing for his birth, 
preparing for God to break into our world again, preparing for God’s reign of peace.  We are decorating the 
sanctuary; we are lighting the candles; we are singing “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel.”  We are taking the 
classes, reading the devotions, and washing the linens.  We are praying and listening for a Word from the Lord. 
 
But know that as much as we do to prepare, we will never fully be prepared for the Joy that will be among us, 
and the Love that will overcome us, when Christ enters the world! 
 

For a child has been born for us, a son given to us;  
authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named 

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
Isaiah 9:6 

                                                With hope, 
 
 
                                                Melissa McNair-King  
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NEWS FROM PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN 
 

From Day Circle by Phyllis Vice: 
 
Day Circle will be meeting at the home of Violet Nash on December 9th at 11 a.m.  We will be studying 
lesson four: Passing Through the Waters.  Background scripture is Exodus 13:17 – 18:27.  Bring old 
Christmas cards for a craft project.  We will be at Daily Bread on December 10th for music and crafts 
for the clients.  Bring a sack lunch for fellowship after the meeting.  Drinks and dessert will be 
supplied.   
 
 
 
 

******************************************** 
          
 
 
 
From Night Circle by Dianne Wallace: 
 
Night Circle will meet for our Christmas dinner out at 6:15 p.m., December 9th, at Kimono Japanese 
Cuisine in Pulaski.  Please bring your book, Women Who Dare to Believe, as we continue the study led 
by Phyllis Vice.  Our December service project is for Daily Bread.  Please bring $5 for a McDonald gift 
card.  Debbi Harrell also suggested shampoo, razor or deodorant as another option.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                Presbyterian Women – 

                    Praying, Studying, Loving, Serving 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS AND HAPPENINGS  
 
THE COMMUNITY CHORUS Christmas program will be held in the sanctuary on Sunday, December 
15th at 3 p.m.  There will be a reception following it in the fellowship hall.   
 
YOUTH NEWS:    
Youth Group will meet for regular fellowship and discussion on Sundays, December 1st and 8th.   
Youth Group will not meet on December 15th or 29th.   
Youth Christmas Caroling is on Sunday, December 22nd.  Children and youth,  
along with their families, are invited!  We will begin at Melissa & Andy’s house 
 (815 Jefferson Ave. N) at 4:30 p.m. and take the church bus to sing for our  
friends and neighbors!  After caroling, we’ll warm up with a spaghetti-and-meatballs  
dinner at the home of Chasity and Chris Stevens (821 Jefferson Ave. N.)         
 
PLEASE SUBMIT ITEMS to the church office for the January newsletter no later than Monday, 
December 16th.           
 
WE ARE NOW TAKING orders for poinsettias in memory or in honor of  
someone to be placed in the sanctuary for Christmas.  Poinsettias will  
be $10.50 each.  Please fill out the order form in the church bulletin and  
give it to the office with your check made out to the church.  The deadline  
to order is December 16th.       
 
DAILY BREAD will have their annual Christmas party on December 20th.   
 
CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE will be at 7 p.m. and Communion will be served.         

 
CHURCH OFFICE will be closed on December 25th, 26th and 27th in observance of Christmas.      
 
CHRISTMAS JOY OFFERING:  A cherished Presbyterian tradition since the 1930’s, the Christmas Joy 
Offering is one of the four special offerings designated by the General Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church (U.S.A.).  Because Advent and Christmas shine a light not only on our world’s greatest hope 
but also on our world’s greatest need, the PC(USA) provides this timely opportunity for congregations 
to support causes specifically designed to bring Good News of Great Joy to the poor in circumstance 
or spirit.  Alongside the message of promise and fulfillment in Luke’s Gospel,            
we also hear the clear call to God’s people to respond in faith as Christ calls us:             
“From everyone to whom much has been given, much will be required; and from  
the one to whom much has been entrusted, even more will be demanded.”  
(Luke 12:48) Undesignated gifts to the Christmas Joy Offering will be distributed  
equally to the Assistance Program of the Board of Pensions and to support student  
scholarships at Presbyterian-related racial ethnic schools and colleges.  This church  
will receive the offering on December 22nd.   
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    THE FAMILY OF BOB DEHAVEN wishes to express their deepest gratitude to all our church family for  
     the flowers, food, cards of sympathy and memorials sent at the time of the loss of our dear husband  
     and father, Bob DeHaven.  A special thanks to Melissa McNair-King for being there for us.  It is a  
     comfort to know that so many people share our loss.     
     Rachael, Stephen, David, Shana, Mary, Mitchell, Alec, Sean, Ian and Kjersten DeHaven.    

 
NEW ADDRESS for Rudolph Farmer:  c/o VA Veterans Care Center, 4550 Shenandoah Ave. NW, 
Roanoke, VA 24017, Room 247.    

 
 
 
 
 

CHECK IT OUT!  
 
What would you say if one would greet you with “Happy New Year”?  Would you think they were 
rushing the season?  It seems that we are more and more being rushed into the season of buying 
more than into the season of giving.  But for a Christian to say “Happy New Year” is not rushing the 
new year in.  For Christians, Advent is the new year.  The birth of Christ begins the liturgical year.  The 
following books will help us celebrate this new beginning.  They will be on display in the church parlor 
through December.   
 
232.9 HIS  His Story: a Chronological Account of the Life of Jesus from Good News for Modern Man 
814 VAN  Even Unto Bethlehem: the Story of  Christmas by Henry Van Dyke 
CAS 232.1 JES Jesus: a Biography 
FIC VAN The Story of the Other Wise Man by Henry Van Dyke 
YA 232.9 HE He Lived Among Us 
 
Christmas books for children: 
 
CH FIC MER  The Christmas Box by Eve Merriam – It was very early on Christmas morning.  The whole 
family was awake and eager to see all the presents Santa left under the tree.  But under the tree was 
a long thin box.  That was all.  What was Santa thinking?   
CH FIC MAR  Pablo’s Christmas by Hugo C. Martin – Young Pablo has become the “man of the house” 
since his father has gone to America for work.  How can he make Christmas a happy time for his 
family?   
 
To check out a book write your name and the date you are taking the book on the card that is in the 
pocket in the back of the book.  Place the card on the black and white spotted box (the card catalog) 
on the shelf nearest to the windows.  There is no time limit, but please be considerate of others who 
might like to check out the book.  When returning the book, please place it on top of the card catalog.  
Please do not reshelf the book.   
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Relay for Life – Upcoming Events      

 

        

The Relay for Life team is planning several more after-church meals.  The chili lunch on Sunday,  
November 10th, was very popular.  Everyone had a great time of fellowship and food.  We received 
$390 in donations.  The next after-church meal will be a Pancake Breakfast Brunch on Sunday, 
December 8th.  That meal will be followed by a spaghetti lunch on Sunday, January 12, 2014.  

Additional meals will be announced later for each month from February through June, 2014. 

The Relay for Life team encourages sign up for team membership which is $10 per person.  The 
team will also be collecting donations for luminaria to honor those who have battled cancer or as a 
memorial to those who have passed away.  These will be displayed at the annual Pulaski County 
Relay Event which is scheduled this year for Saturday, June 21st.  A new format for this year’s Relay 
has been established with the event beginning at 10:00 am and completed later that evening around 
8 or 9 pm.  This year’s Relay will also be held at the New River Valley fairgrounds. 

Thanks again to all for supporting the Relay for Life.  All proceeds benefit the American Cancer 
Society.  Please contact Martha Moody if you would like to sign up for the team. 

 

 
 
 

 
 

WONDERFUL WEDNESDAYS IN DECEMBER 
 
December 4th:  We will help one another prepare our homes for Advent by making table-top Advent 
Wreaths again this year!  Dinner is at 6 p.m. as usual, and those who would like to make a wreath can 
do so.  Please sign up for a wreath ahead of time, to ensure enough materials.   
 
December 11th:  As the children are preparing for their special Christmas play, adults will be learning 
about homelessness in the New River Valley.  Friends from our sister congregation, New Dublin 
Presbyterian Church, will be here to tell us about their experiences with To Our House, a winter 
shelter for men.   
 
December 18th:  The Fellowship Committee extends a warm invitation to join us at 6 p.m. on 
Wednesday, December 18th, for our annual Christmas meal.  Once again, our committee will provide 
the prime rib, cooked to perfection by Bruce Martin.  Please bring two side dishes to share.  After the 
meal, we will enjoy the children’s Christmas play in the sanctuary.      
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John and Allison Hunter are new members to our church but Allison actually grew up in this 
church, as she is the daughter of Lil and Tommy Haller.   She recalls wonderful times spent in the 
Joyful Noise and travelling all over the US on a bus they nicknamed the “Blue Goose!”  Allison left 
Pulaski in 1976 and after graduating from Furman University in Greenville, SC, she made her 
home in Richmond, VA where she met John; they have been married for 20 years now.   John and 
Allison each had two daughters of their own from previous marriages; when they married they 
became the “Brady Bunch” minus the boys!   All kids are now grown and on their own - Sarah, the 
oldest lives in Washington, DC, Kate lives in Richmond, VA and had the first grandkids, twins 
Audrey and Ethan.   Julia is married and lives in Mooresville, NC and the baby, Rebecca (Becca) is 
in China teaching English and gymnastics, soon to return home to the states. 

 

John and Allison moved back to this area to be closer to Lil and Tommy and have always loved 
Claytor Lake, so have purchased a house on the lake at the entrance of Peak Creek.   Allison 
recently became the new Executive Director at the YMCA and enjoys running in her spare time 
(she has completed 8 full marathons and 20+ half marathons in the last 15 years!).  John is an 
Account Rep for Pitney Bowes, a mail systems company and loves to spend his spare time 
cooking and watching the Redskins get beat this season!   They have a Scottish Terrier, Bella who 
rules the house and is always getting into trouble when left home alone.  In their free time, John 
and Allison enjoy staying in area B&B’s and visiting area wineries and antique stores. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Page Six 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Page Seven 



FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH       
P.O. BOX 824 
PULASKI, VA 24301 

Return Service Requested 

 

 

 

 

 

               

 

                                                                                                                              

  

                                       

         

           

                                                                             

 

                                                                                                                                 

DATE:          LAY READERS:                        CHILDREN IN WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS: 

12/1/13         Gene Holt             Susannah Whitener                      

12/8/13         Larry Latimer             Jeanne Whitman 

12/15/13         Barry Long             Mary Catherine Williams 

12/22/13             Jenny Makolandra             Bernice Brown 

12/29/13                        Joe Makolandra            Ilene Compton 

The usher captain for the month of December is Tom Haller. 
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