
                                                                        

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

408 N. Jefferson Avenue                  Office: (540) 980-2131; Fax: (540) 980-3000  
Pulaski, VA 24301                   E-mail: firstprespulaski@verizon.net 
                                                                       Web Site: firstpresbyterianpulaski.org 
Editor & Layout:  Doreen Latimer                              Pastor:  Melissa McNair-King   
           

NO. 579                           DECEMBER 2015                                                                       ****                     

Dear friends, 
 
The nights are growing longer.  The weather is getting cooler.  We live in a strange world where 
Christmas cheer began before the Halloween candy could be consumed! But at the same time, we live 
in a world where violence, unrest, death, and division seem to permeate our lives.  We are caught 
somewhere between the “most wonderful time of the year” and the realities of our broken world.  
 
And in the midst of it all, we hear the same story – the one we have known best since childhood.  We 
hear about an angel visiting a young woman.  We hear about a young, expecting family who traveled 
to Bethlehem.   We hear singing angels.  We hear of watchful shepherds. 
 
The story is so familiar to us, that we risk missing the story altogether.  Sometimes we gloss over 
Mary’s confusion, and the shepherds’ fear.  We miss the holy family’s forced journeys – first to 
Bethlehem, and later fleeing to Egypt for their very lives.  We forget about a violent King Herod, and 
some crafty wise men.  There’s a reason those angels keep announcing themselves with the words: 
“Do not be afraid!”   
 
But most of all, we risk missing the good news of great joy.  We risk missing the news that God came 
into a world just as messy and broken as the one we know.  God did not choose a safe place to live, 
with a respectable family in a good neighborhood.  God chose a place without welcome, a place of 
little significance.  God came right into Herod’s violent reign, and proclaimed peace.   
 
Peace to you in these days of challenge and days of joy.  “Do not be afraid; for see – I am bringing you 
good news of great joy for all the people.” Luke 2:10 
 
        Advent Blessings, 
 
 
        Melissa McNair-King 
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NEWS FROM PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN 
 

From Day Circle by Phyllis Vice: 
 
Day Circle will be meeting in the Manse on Monday, December 14th, at 11 a.m.  We will be studying 
lesson 4:  Passing Through the Waters.  Background scripture is Exodus 13:17 - 18:27.  Bring old 
Christmas cards for a craft project.  Bring a sack lunch for fellowship after the meeting.  Drinks and 
dessert will be supplied.  We will be at Daily Bread on Tuesday, December 15th, for music and crafts 
for the clients. 
 
 

******************************************** 
 

From Night Circle by Dianne Wallace: 
 
Night Circle will meet for our Christmas dinner out on Monday, December 7th, 6:30 p.m. at Al's on 
First in the Jackson Park Inn.  Husbands of circle members are welcome to join us.  Our December 
service project is to help complete the light bulbs for the Christmas Store.     
    
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
                                Presbyterian Women – 

                    Praying, Studying, Loving, Serving     
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ANNOUNCEMENTS AND HAPPENINGS 
       

TOWN OF PULASKI CHRISTMAS TREE LIGHTING:  This year, the Pulaski Ministerial Association is 
hosting a collection of canned goods, used clothing, and unopened toys to benefit local ministries.  If 
you are headed to the Christmas Parade and Tree Lighting on December 3rd, consider taking a canned 
food item or other donation.  There are also drop-off locations throughout town. 
 

     A CONGREGATIONAL MEETING has been called for Sunday, December 6th, at the conclusion of  
     worship, for the following purpose:  to elect officers for the upcoming year.  The following persons  
     have been nominated to serve as elders in the class of 2018:  Barry Long, Martha Moody, Mary  
     Williams.  The following persons have been nominated to serve on the Nominating Committee for  
     2016:  John Hunter, Bob Ingram (chair), Skip Martin, Phyllis Vice, Jeanne Whitman.   

 
YOUTH GROUP will meet on Sunday, December 6th, for food and fellowship!  Bring a friend and join 
us as we jump into the Advent season.       
      
THE COMMUNITY CHORUS Christmas program will be held in the sanctuary on Sunday, December 
13th at 3 p.m.                   
                                  
WE ARE NOW TAKING orders for poinsettias in memory or in honor of  
someone to be placed in the sanctuary for Christmas.  Poinsettias will  
be $12 each.  Please fill out the order form in the church bulletin and  
give it to the office with your check made out to the church.  The deadline  
to order is December 13th.        
 
CHRISTMAS JOY OFFERING:  A cherished Presbyterian tradition since the 1930’s, the Christmas Joy 
Offering is one of the four special offerings designated by the General Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church (U.S.A.).  Because Advent and Christmas shine a light not only on our world’s greatest hope  
but also on our world’s greatest need, the PC(USA) provides this timely opportunity for congregations 
to support causes specifically designed to bring Good News of Great Joy to the poor in circumstance 
or spirit.  Alongside the message of promise and fulfillment in Luke’s Gospel, we also hear the clear  
call to God’s people to respond in faith as Christ calls us:  “From everyone to whom much has been 
given, much will be required; and from the one to whom much has been entrusted, even more will be 
demanded.” (Luke 12:48)  Undesignated gifts to the Christmas Joy Offering will be distributed equally  
to the Assistance Program of the Board of Pensions and to support student scholarships at 
Presbyterian-related racial ethnic schools and colleges.  This church will receive the offering on 
December 20th.   
                                                             
PLEASE SUBMIT ITEMS to the church office for the January newsletter no later than Monday, 
December 21st.          
 
YOUTH CHRISTMAS CAROLING:  All  youth, children, and their families are invited to join us as we 
spread some cheer to our friends who are home-bound.  Mark your calendar for Monday, December 
21st, and look for a postcard with more details! 
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DAILY BREAD will have their annual Christmas Party on Tuesday, December 22nd.   
 
CHURCH OFFICE will be closed on December 22nd, 24th and 25th during the week of Christmas.   
 
CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE will be at 7 p.m. and Communion will be served.    
 

 

CHECK IT OUT!  
 
Here we are again, that special time of year.  We are surrounded by the hustle and bustle of the 
season.  Are you filled with anticipation or dread?  The following books from our church library will be 
on display in the parlor through the month of December.  Check them out! 
 
232.9 HIS  His Story:  A Chronological Account of the Life of Jesus from Good News for Modern Man. 
381.1 HAN  Simple Shopping by Sharon Hanby-Robie - From buying groceries and clothes to big-ticket 
items and gifts, you too can become a savvy shopper.  Let this book show you how, and help you 
simplify your shopping so that you store up on both material necessities and spiritual treasures. 
394 HAN  A Heart for the Holidays by Sharon Hanby-Robie - Stop the worry, take a deep breath, and 
find out how this book can help you set realistic expectations, avoid disappointment and relish these 
special times. 
640 HAN  Finding the Time by Sharon Hanby-Robie - Time is a precious gift.  By showing you how to 
accept its limitations and embrace your true priorities, this book will help you to slow down, simplify 
and live a life of purpose. 
814 VAN  Even Unto Bethlehem:  The Story of Christmas by  Henry Van Dyke 
CH FIC MAR  Pablo's Christmas by Hugo C. Martin - Young Pablo has become the "man of the house"  
since his father has gone to America for work.  How can he make Christmas a happy time for his 
family?   
CH FIC MER  The Christmas Box by Eve Merriam - It was very early on Christmas morning.  The whole 
family was awake and eager to see all the presents Santa left under the tree.  But under the tree was 
a long thin box.  That was all.  What was Santa thinking? 
FIC KAR  Shepherds Abiding:  A Mitford Christmas Story by Jan Karon - Father Tim finds a derelict 
nativity scene that has suffered the indignities of time and neglect.  Can he give the small assembly 
new life?  In trying he begins a small journey of faith that touches everyone around him.   
FIC VAN  The Story of the Other Wise Man by Henry Van Dyke 
YA 232.9 HE  He Lived Among Us - Story of Jesus told in graphic novel form along with Scriptures.      
 
If there is a book you would like to read from our church library but are unable to get it, give Phyllis 
Vice a call (980-3106) and she will be happy to get the book to you.     
   To check out a book write your name and the date you are taking the book on the card that is in the 
pocket in the back of the book.  Place the card on the black and white spotted box (the card catalog) 
on the shelf nearest to the windows.   
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Tis the Season… 

 

Join us for Wonderful Wednesday nights in December! 

6:00-7:30 each week in the Fellowship Hall 

 

 

 

 

December 2: Study Night 

Adults will finish their study of “Christian practices,” by talking about Community.  

Children will continue preparing for the Christmas program. 

 

 

December 9: Action Night 

We will pack hygiene kits for the guests of Daily Bread. You can help by bringing bars of 

soap, shampoo, toothbrushes, toothpaste, or deodorant. ‘Sign up’ for your item on 

Dec. 2. The hygiene bags will be given out at the Daily Bread Christmas dinner on 

December 22. 

Children will continue preparing for the Christmas program. 

 

 

December 16: Christmas Dinner 

Join us for a wonderful evening together!  The Fellowship Committee will provide the 

meat; please bring a side dish or dessert to share. 

After dinner, we’ll enjoy the children’s Christmas program in the sanctuary. 
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DATE:          LAY READERS:                        CHILDREN IN WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS: 

12/6/15         Tom Haller             Chasity Stevens  

12/13/15                    Kellie Hodges             Mary Ann Vaughan  

12/20/15          Gene Holt             Peg Vaughan   

12/27/15          lessons & carols 
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