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Friends,

It's the “most wonderful time of the year!” Maybe. Sometimes. Actually, this season means so many
different things to different people. For some, it is a time of childlike wonder and excitement! For
some, it is a grief-laden reminder of what has been lost, and the people we love who aren’t at the
table this year. For some, it is a season of too-busy, too-expensive, and too-many-expectations...a
marathon from December 1-25.

But in the midst of it all, God is doing something new and something ancient. God is sending Christ
among us: to be light in the darkness, to be peace in the chaos, to be hope beyond our despair, to be
joy everlasting.

God did not send his only son into the world so that you would be more stressed, anxious, and busy.
God sent Jesus to show us the way of true life. God sent Jesus to teach us what is most important,
and to show us that we are never on our own. Whatever this season is for you, be sure to take a
pause and remember the ultimate gift of God. May we keep our eyes on this gift throughout the
Advent and Christmas seasons.

Peace,

Melissa McNair-King
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ANNOUNCEMENTS AND HAPPENINGS

YOUTH GROUP: We will meet on Sunday, December 1st, from 5:30 - 7:30 p.m. in the Manse for
dinner and an Advent devotion. All youth in 6th-12th grade are invited, and friends are always
welcome! Save the date for our "Epiphany Party" (and white elephant gift exchange) on Sunday
evening, January 5th!

WE ARE NOW TAKING orders for poinsettias in memory or in honor of someone to be placed in the
sanctuary for Christmas. Poinsettias will be $12.50 each. Please fill out the order form in the church
bulletin and give it to the office with your check made out to the church. The deadline to order is
December 8th.

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN will be meeting on the second Monday of December, (12/9), at 11 a.m. in
the Manse. We are starting a new Bible study, Love Carved in Stone: A Fresh Look at the Ten
Commandments by Eugenia Anne Gamble. Study books are $10. See Phyllis Vice if you would like to
purchase one. Bring a sack lunch and stay for fellowship after the meeting.

THE NEW RIVER VALLEY COMMUNITY CHORUS will present their annual Christmas concert at First
Presbyterian Church on Sunday, December 15th, at 3 p.m. and again on Monday, December 16th, at
7:30 p.m. in Dublin United Methodist Church. The theme of this year's performance will be Carols Old
and New. Several members of the First Presbyterian Church choir will be singing: Carla Hallstead,
Gene Holt, Barry & Mardia Long, Ronnie Powers and Phyllis Vice.

PLEASE SUBMIT ITEMS to the church office for the January newsletter no later than Monday,
December 16th.

CHRISTMAS JOY OFFERING: A cherished Presbyterian tradition since the 1930’s, the Christmas Joy
Offering is one of the four special offerings designated by the General Assembly of the Presbyterian
Church (U.S.A.). Each year during the Advent and Christmas season, we turn our eyes to Bethlehem
and celebrate the wondrous gift of Jesus Christ, our Savior. By giving to the Christmas Joy Offering,
you honor this gift by providing assistance to current and retired church workers in their time of need
and developing our future leaders at Presbyterian-related racial ethnic schools and colleges. This
church will receive the offering on December 22nd.

DAILY BREAD will have their annual Christmas Party on Monday, December 23rd.
CHURCH OFFICE will be closed the week of December 23rd to 27th.
CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE will be at 7 p.m. and Communion will be served.

WHAT'S HAPPENING IN PRESCHOOL

Christmas is almost here, and with it brings many special activities and events for our preschool
kiddos! Celebrating the birth of our sweet Savior is something that | sure try to do every day, so | am
never bothered by our friends (such as myself, ha) who like to keep their decorations up for a month
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or three. There is something quite magical about this time of year, and all of the cheer gives so many
incredible opportunities to show what Christ's love looks like through kindness and service. | am
grateful to have the opportunity to share with our preschool students how God gave each of us an
everlasting, undeserved, and phenomenal gift through a baby, his son, in the most unexpected
circumstances.
| would like to thank: Gene Holt for the perfect cabinet doors he built for our toy storage; Ron

Walters for fixing our fuzzy phone line; Michael Boothe for always taking care of our humidifier and
helping in any way he can in the mornings; Sally French for making the preschool room sparkle every
day; Debbi Harrell, The Daily Bread volunteers, and Doreen Latimer for trick-or-treating with the
preschoolers; Doreen Latimer also for always being willing to help with any questions and all my
copies; Barry Long for his patience, guidance, and help; Melissa for her understanding, laughs, and
chapel services; the preschool board for their faith, help, dedication, service, and trust. Thank you
also to all of you, members and friends! | pray God blesses each of you this season, as well as every
season. Thanks be to God.

With love,

Jessie Brockmeyer

é CHECK IT OUT! é

The days are shorter and colder. What is more enjoyable than reading a good book all snuggled up in
a warm blanket with a warm drink in hand? Maybe re-reading an old favorite Christmas story or
perhaps reading a new one that becomes a favorite. The following books will be on display during the
month of December. Check them out.

263.9 LUC Because of Bethlehem by Max Lucado - Explores the story and meaning of Christmas for
believers, and how it marks the beginning of a hope that endures forever.

263.9 LUC One Incredible Savior: Celebrating the Majesty of the Manger by Max Lucado - The author
combines warm, personal stories with the ultimate story - one that has reformed the world since
Christ was born in a manger more than 2,000 years ago.

814 VAN Even Unto Bethlehem: The Story of Christmas by Henry Van Dyke.

CH FIC HAY Happy Christmas Gemma by Sarah Hayes - Little Gemma and her family prepare for
Christmas all week and have a happy celebration on the day.

CH FIC MAR Pablo's Christmas by Hugo C. Martin - Young Pablo has become the "man of the house"
since his father has gone to America for work. How can he make Christmas a happy time for his
family?

CH FIC RAN One Christmas Dawn by Candice F. Ransom - When her father has to leave their
mountain home to go to work in the city one cold winter, a ten-year-old girl sees a special sign as she
waits for his return on Christmas.

FIC KAR Shepherds Abiding: A Mitford Christmas Story by Jan Karon - Father Tim finds a derelict
nativity scene that has suffered the indignities of time and neglect. Can he give the small assembly
new life? In trying he begins a small journey of faith that touches everyone around him.

FIC VAN The Story of the Other Wise Man by Henry Van Dyke.
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Join us for Wonderful Wednesdays!
6:00-7:30 PM, Fellowship Hall

Plan to make Wednesday church nights part of your regular routine! The suggested offering for dinner is
S4/person or $15/family. This is anonymous, and give-as-you-can. Everyone is welcome regardless of your

ability to give.

Thank you to those who are serving in December:

Date Cooking Team Clean-Up Team Program

December 4 Violet, Barry, Mardia Brenda, Mike Revelation 21-22

December 11 Potluck Congregational Life Christmas Dinner and
Committee Children’s Musical

Christmas Dinner

Make special plans to join us on Wednesday, December 11, at 6:00! The meat
will be provided, and we’d love you to bring a side dish or dessert to share. After
dinner, we will enjoy the children and youth’s presentation of “Aaron the Allergic
Shepherd.”

A Reminder as the weather changes.
It is our policy on Wednesday nights to follow the school’s leading (if school is closed, we do not meet). Any
cancellations on Sundays or Wednesdays will be posted on the church facebook page, WDBJ, WSLS, and
through remind text messages. To sign up for text alerts, text the message @melissamk to the number 81010.
(If you have trouble signing up, you can email Melissa at melissa.mcnair@yahoo.com and | will add you).

Service for the Longest Night: On Sunday, December 22, at 4:00 PM, you are
invited to First United Methodist Church for a joint worship service hosted by
First United Methodist, Trinity Lutheran, and First Presbyterian Churches. As the
nights grow long, and the Christmas season gets hurried, this is a chance to
pause. The service is designed especially for anyone for whom the holiday season
is difficult. If you are missing a loved one, or facing a challenging situation, this
service is for you. Come and rest in God's comfort and love.
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Test your Bible knowledge with the following quiz. Turn your answers in to Phyllis Vice by
December 19. The person/s with the most correct answers will earn their name printed in the
January church newsletter along with bragging rights.

Who? (26-50)
26. Who lived to a remarkable age?
27. Who was David’s favorite son?
28. Who climbed a sycamore tree to see Jesus?
29. Who was the father of James and John?
30. Who was David’s wife?
31. Who was Moses’ mother?
32. Who was Jacob’s daughter?
33. Who received the Ten Commandments?
34. Who led the Hebrews after Moses died?
35. Who was the first murderer?
36. Who was the first man?
37. Who was the first woman?
38. Who was the strong man of the Bible?
39. Who bathed Jesus’ feet with tears and dried them with her hair?
40. Who came to Jesus by night for advice?
41. Who buried the body of Jesus in his own new tomb?
42. Who preached on Mars Hill?
43. Who wrote many of the Psalms?
44, Who was Simon Peter’s brother?
45. Who carried on the work of Elijah?
46. Who accompanied Paul on some of his missionary journeys?
47. Who was the first king of Israel?
48. Who was the high priest at the trial of Jesus?
49. Who “washed his hands” of blame when Jesus went to His death?
50. Who carried the cross for Jesus?

Answers to questions 1-25 of “Who?”.

1. Jacob. 2.Saul (Paul). 3. Peter’s. 4. David. 5. Abraham. 6. Jonathan. 7. Ruth.

8. Job. 9. Abraham. 10. Jephthah. 11. Prodigal son. 12. Stephen. 13. Benjamin.

14. Eli. 15. Peter. 16. John the Baptist. 17. John. 18. Rebecca. 19. Shadrach, Meshach,
Abednego. 20. Jacob. 21. Daniel. 22. Judas. 23. Simeon. 24. Pharaoh’s daughter.

25. Enoch.

Congratulations to Mardia Long for turning in the most correct answers: 21 out of 25 in the
November newsletter. She gets the bragging rights. The challenge is on. Can you beat her record
in this quiz?

From Bible Quizzes: One Thousand Bible Games, Questions, and Puzzles by Mildred Olive Honors
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DATE:
12/1/19
12/8/19
12/15/19
12/22/19
12/29/19

LAY READERS:

Gene Holt
Allison Hunter
John Hunter
Barry Long

lessons and carols

CHILDREN IN WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS:

Peg Vaughan
Mary Catherine Williams
Bernice Brown

Debi Fox
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