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Friends,
As many of you know by now, at its last stated meeting, the Session made the difficult decision to continue
our Sunday services online through the end of December. At the time of this writing (November 16), Pulaski
County has experienced a 36% increase in COVID cases over the past two weeks. Our public schools have
shifted to mostly-virtual education, and the governor has reinstated a limit on gathering sizes, of no more than
25 people.
We have endured carefully and safely for all this time – that jumping in at the height of the pandemic does not
feel faithful or wise. At the same time, I know it is heartbreaking for many of you (and me) to imagine Advent
and Christmas without our church traditions. I take solace in knowing that erring on the side of caution today,
will make us more likely to gather as an entire church family for the holidays, baptisms, special days and
ordinary days to come.
Although we will not gather in the sanctuary on Sundays, our church remains open and alive. We are planning
several ways to stay connected through outdoor service projects (bring a jacket!) and indoor small-group
gatherings. Please read this newsletter, put it on your refrigerator, follow us on social media, RSVP for
anything in-person, and when in doubt – give me a call!
Our plans for Christmas Eve remain undetermined. It is my deepest hope that we can gather in some fashion
as a church family – or possibly in small groups – to celebrate the birth of our Lord, and to proclaim God’s light
shining in the darkness of these days.
My love and prayers surround you and your families.
In Christ,

Melissa McNair-King
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ANNOUNCEMENTS AND HAPPENINGS
Communion in December: If it is above 50 degrees on Sunday morning, December 6, we will
continue our tradition of sharing Communion outside in the Columbarium. Please drop by any time
between 11:00 – Noon to share the Lord’s Supper. We will serve one large or two small households
at a time. If you prefer to remain in your vehicle, we can serve you where you are.
Children & Youth Christmas Play: The children and youth of our church have been working hard this
year to prepare a safe, fun sharing of the Christmas story for you! They will have a video-based
production that will be available on Facebook and YouTube in mid-December. Be on the lookout for
more information, or follow us on social media!
We will also host at least two “watch parties” for those who do not use social media, or who would
simply enjoy watching the show with a small group. Each party will be limited to 12 people, and held
in the Fellowship Hall. Please sign up to attend the gathering of your choice:
 Thursday, December 17 – 3:00 PM
 Saturday, December 19 – 1:00 PM
Extra dates can be added, if these are filled.
The Christmas Joy Offering has been a cherished Presbyterian tradition since the 1930s. The Offering
distributes gifts equally to the Assistance Program of the Board of Pensions and to Presbyterianrelated schools and colleges equipping communities of color. The Assistance Program provides
critical financial support to church workers and their families. Presbyterian-related schools and
colleges provide education and leadership development while nurturing racial and ethnic heritage.
This has been a Presbyterian commitment for nearly 140 years. If you would like to support this
ministry, you can give online at: https://specialofferings.pcusa.org/offering/christmas-joy/
Please Submit Items to the church office for the January newsletter no later than Monday, December
21st.
Church Office will be closed December 24th & 25th in observance of Christmas.
The First Presbyterian Preschool will be closed in December. This is in accordance with the Pulaski
County Public Schools current schedule.
Please put a bug in my ear: If you or someone else in our church need a little extra tender care right
now, please call and let me know (994-0294 is my home number). I love to send a little uplift or make
a special call. We all need special care, sometimes a little more. Just put a bug in my ear! It may help
to bring a smile to an ailing or lonesome heart, and there's need right now for a lot of ailing hearts I
feel like. Just call if I can help to make your heart dance - even for a few minutes. God will feed our
hearts together!
Connie McMillan
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Financial Pledges for 2021: You should have received an invitation to make your pledge last month.
Please prayerfully consider how you might help continue the ministry of First Presbyterian Church in
the upcoming year, and return your pledge card to the office by the end of December (PO Box 824,
Pulaski). If you have questions, do not hesitate to call on the pastor or any member of Session.
Prayer Teams Continue: Thank you to the 25 people who volunteered to be on our prayer team.
These members have agreed to set aside an extra moment to pray each day for a member of our
church. They each received six or seven names from the church directory – everyone is included in
the prayers. Know that someone is always praying for you, until we can meet in person again!
Stay in Touch:
There are many ways to stay in touch with our church during these days of challenge. Please sign up
for as many avenues as you like:
 Email (Worship materials and announcements are sent each Sunday morning, and otherwise as
needed): To subscribe, visit: http://eepurl.com/gVSnKL
 Text Message: To sign up for text alerts, you can text the message: @melissamk to the
number: 81010
 Facebook: Visit www.facebook.com/FPCPulaski and “like” our page!
 YouTube: Visit www.youtube.com. Search for “First Presbyterian Pulaski VA” and click
“Subscribe.” You will be notified any time a new video is shared on our page.
 Snail Mail: We have attempted to send weekly communications to anyone who may not
regularly use email. If you would like to receive a paper copy of each week's sermon and
worship announcements, please call the church office.

“Show and Tell” Advent Devotions
Do you have a favorite Nativity?
One with a story? Something unique? One you display every December?
Is it something you picked up while traveling?
Or was it a gift from someone you love?
Please consider sharing your favorite nativity with your church family this Advent! Make us a video, or take a
picture and write a few sentences telling us what makes this nativity meaningful. Can’t narrow it down? We
will even let you go twice! I would love to have a contribution for each day of December, through Christmas
Eve. Please email or call if you’d like to participate! melissa.mcnair@yahoo.com or 577-0023.
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Service Saturdays
Help us spread God’s light and love,
during this season when our world so desperately needs it.
We will have a variety of service opportunities that can be done together or from home.

Saturday, December 5, 2:00 PM – Hanging of the Gloves
Meet us on the front steps of the church! Since we can’t “hang the greens” inside our sanctuary,
we’ll be “hanging the gloves” outdoors! We will string yarn or clothesline around the front of our
church, and ‘decorate’ with gloves, hats, and socks that can be taken by any community members
who need to stay warm this winter.
Please bring new or used/good condition hats or gloves, or new socks that you’d like to share. We
will supply the clothesline, pins, and baggies (to weather-proof).
Sign-Up is required to participate, and will be limited to 25 participants in compliance with
current state regulations. Email Melissa to sign up (melissa.mcnair@yahoo.com).

Saturday, December 12 – Care Packages (serve from home)
Let’s share some extra love with folks who are living in nursing homes or assisted living facilities
during the holiday season. We will start with church members and/or family of members, and
then expand as we are able.
This project can be done on your own. If you would like to participate, let me know. I will assign
you a recipient (with a ‘wish list’ if possible). You can create the care package on your own, and
mail or deliver it to the appropriate facility.

Saturday, December 19, 2:00 PM – Luminaries
Two chances to volunteer:
1. Help us make luminaries for every member of our church, so that we can all celebrate God’s
light and hope wherever we are. Weather permitting, we will meet outdoors, in the grass
along 4th Street (next to the Columbarium, near the double glass doors – look for the tables and
chairs). Please sign-up to participate (email Melissa – there will be a limit of 25 participants).
2. Delivery drivers! If you can deliver luminaries to 5-10 households on Sunday, December 20,
please let Melissa know. You are not expected to enter anyone’s home – simply leave the
luminary at the front door.

“The light shines in the darkness,
and the darkness did not overcome it.”
John 1:5
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MEN’S BIBLE STUDY GROUP
The MEN’S BIBLE STUDY GROUP met on Tuesday, November 17, 2020 at the Manse. The
attendees selected the 1st six lesson study topic to be ILLUMINATING LENT.
lluminating Lent deepens faith and enhances knowledge through the exploration of the Lord's
Prayer. Each session examines a part of the prayer, its theological understandings, and what it
means for Reformed Christians in practical ways during Lent.
The 1st lesson will be presented on Tuesday, December 1st at 7:00 PM at the Manse.
Any questions may be directed to Ron Walters, cell # 540-616-4503 or emailed to:
ronwalters2@yahoo.com
Covid-19 safety policies regarding safe distancing and the wearing of masks will be
followed.
************************************************************************
CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS
We are now taking orders for poinsettias to be placed in the sanctuary for Christmas. Poinsettias will
be $15 each. Fill in the information below and give it to the office with your check made out to the
church. The deadline to order is December 11th.
Given by ___________________________________________________________________________
Quantity ___________________________________________________________________________
In memory of _______________________________________________________________________
In honor of__________________________________________________________________________
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