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I love to brag to my family and friends about how wonderful this congregation is.  One of the reasons I 
always give is that this church has so few “spectator Christians.”  In this congregation, you all 
recognize that it takes each one of us to fulfill the mission of First Presbyterian Church.  It takes all of 
us working together, to reach out to our community with the love of Christ. 
 
Around this time of year, I am always especially thankful for those among you who are completing a 
term on the Session.  The Session works diligently to seek God’s wisdom and will for First Presbyterian 
Church.  They pray; they meet regularly.  When they disagree, they do so with grace and mutual love.  
They make sometimes-difficult choices.  But above all, they roll up their sleeves and offer their own 
time and talents for the building up of God’s Kingdom. 
 
Please join me in thanking those who are completing their terms of service this year:  Dru Henderson, 
Skip Martin, Martha Moody, Jordan Phillips, and Phyllis Vice. 
 

I thank my God every time I remember you,  
constantly praying with joy in every one of my prayers for all of you. Philippians 1:3-4 

 
        With gratitude, 
 
 
        Melissa McNair-King 
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NEWS FROM PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN 
 

From Day Circle by Phyllis Vice: 
 
Day Circle will meet on Monday, January 11th, at 11 a.m. in the Manse.  We will be on lesson 5 of the 
Bible study Come to the Waters:  Stormy Water - Faith.  The scripture for this lesson is Matthew 
14:22-33.  Bring a sack lunch and stay for fellowship following the meeting. 
 
January 11th is Human Trafficking Awareness Day.  We need to be mindful of the fact that living along 
the corridor of I-81 we are in the midst of this inhuman and unlawful treatment.   
 
Looking ahead:  The New River Valley Neighborhood Gathering will be on Saturday, April 9th, at 
Fairlawn PC in Fairlawn.  The Mission Project this year will focus on nursing homes in the respective 
areas of the gatherings.  We are asked to bring combs, writing cards like "thank you notes", etc., ink 
pens, socks, Chap Stick, small travel size bottles of lotion, etc.  These items will be placed in a gift bag 
to be handed out to the residents of these homes.  No food items are allowed.     
 

******************************************** 
 

From Night Circle by Dianne Wallace: 
 
Night Circle will meet on Monday, January 11th, at 6:15 p.m. in the Manse.  Please bring scissors and 
$3 for the January project, Project Linus blankets.  Our January meal theme is Warm and Cozy.  Bring 
your favorite winter's dish that makes you all warm and cozy.  Drinks will be provided. 
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PW Annual Report 2015 
 

Day Circle has twelve members with eight active members and one inactive member.  Night Circle has 
eleven members with two inactive members.  Two women are active in both circles.   
 
Listed below are the activities of both circles: 
 
 Thirteen plates of homemade Valentine's cookies delivered to shut-ins. 
 Participated in World Day of Prayer. 
 Observed Celebrate the Gifts of Women Sunday and the PW Birthday Offering collecting $272. 
 Participated in Church Women United's Friendship Day. 
 Hosted Church Women United Community Day. 
 Provided a Christmas ornament making activity for Daily Bread. 
 Bought and made blankets from fleece for Project Linus. 
 Provided items for prizes and hosted a Bingo game night at Fairview Home. 
 Provided candy and filled Easter eggs for the church Easter Egg Hunt. 
 Gave canned goods and non-perishable food to Community Action. 
 Collected household items for The Warming Station. 
 Collected jars of peanut butter, cans of soup and boxes of crackers for the Winter Warm Up! 

Campaign held by the Pulaski Senior Center. 
 
Day Circle finished the 2014-2015 Bible study Reconciling Paul and began the 2015-2016 Bible study 
Come to the Waters.  Night Circle finished the first volume of Women Who Dare to Believe Bible 
study.  They will begin the second volume in 2016.   
 
Disbursement of Funds: 
 
Emergency Needs Task Force:                                 $200 
Safe Haven:                                         $50 
Women's Resource Center:                                      $50 
Jackie Fagan:                                         $100 
Pulaski YMCA:                                        $50 
To Our House:                                        $50 
Mission Pledge:                                        $105 
Presbyterian Children's Home of the Highlands:  $50 
                                         Total:  $655                             
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ANNOUNCEMENTS AND HAPPENINGS 
 

CHURCH OFFICE will be closed on Friday, January 1st, for New Year's Day.     
       
     YOUTH GROUP will meet for our annual "Epiphany Party" on Sunday, January 3rd, from 5:30 - 7 p.m.   
     Bring a white-elephant gift for our gift exchange!  This can be something used, and can be silly or  
     serious.  If you purchase a gift, please do not spend more than $5.   
           
    CONFIRMATION SUNDAY:  January 10th.  Kjersten DeHaven, Emily Utt and James Utt will be  
    confirmed.  James and Emily will also be baptized. 
 
    WONDERFUL WEDNESDAYS will begin again on January 13th.  Each Wednesday starts off with a  
    family meal in the Fellowship Hall.  After dinner, children will continue splitting their time between  
    choir and Bible/crafts.  The adults will begin a new study on "The Shortest Books of the Bible".  Each  
    week we will read and study a different book.  Ever wondered what these lesser-known books have to  
    say?  Come and join us as we find out!  The shortest nine books, by word-count, are:  3 John, 2 John,  
    Philemon, Jude, Obadiah, Titus, 2 Thessalonians, Haggai and Nahum.   
 
    THE ELDERS FOR 2018 will be ordained and installed on Sunday, January 17th.  They are:  Bernice  
    Brown, Barry Long, Martha Moody and Mary Williams.   

                                                            
PLEASE SUBMIT ITEMS to the church office for the February newsletter no later than Monday, 
January 18th.            
 
BAPTISM:  Ella Davis will be baptized on Sunday, January 24th.   
 
HANDBELLS:  The Memorial Baptist Bell Choir will be hosting a Handbell Workshop on Saturday, 
January 30th, from 8:30 a.m. to noon.  The workshop will be led by Joe Kennedy the director of the 
Mill Mountain Handbell Choir.  If you are interested in attending, please see Phyllis Vice. 
 
IF YOU HAVE pledged for 2016, please pick up your offering envelopes in the back of the sanctuary.  If 
you need offering envelopes, please see Archie Boothe.    

 
FLOWERS:  The new calendar for 2016 is in the Fourth Street vestibule. 
Please select a special Sunday or Sundays and sign up to put flowers in our sanctuary. 
Fresh flowers add to our worship experience and are a wonderful way to glorify God  
and remember or honor people we love.  You may order flowers from a florist and   
have them delivered or bring flowers from your garden and put them in a vase.  We  
recommend that you order your flowers from Floral Expressions (540-674-6767)  
in Dublin because they have access to a key to get into the church.  If you need a vase, you can 
borrow one from the church.  Also, please let Doreen in the church office know what wording you 
want in the bulletin by Wednesday of that week.  
 
 
     

Page Four 

 



CHECK IT OUT!  
 
According to the Presbyterian calendar, on January 18th, a week of prayer begins for Christian Unity.  
Unity involves the understanding of one's own beliefs and an understanding of what others believe.  
Only by knowing what is different and concentrating on what is common ground can true unity be 
achieved.  The following books in our church library may be a starting ground for your understanding 
and unity.  They will be on display in the church parlor through the month of January.  Check them 
out!   
 
230.5 GEA  Basic Beliefs of the Reformed Faith:  A Biblical Study of Presbyterian Doctrine by Felix B. 
Gear.     
270 BAT  Protestant Background in History by J. Minton Batten. 
270 LAN  Fire Upon the Earth:  The Story of the Christian Church by Norman F Lange. 
270 THO  Trice Through the Ages:  A History of the Christian Church by Ernest Thompson. 
270.8 HUD  Coffee, Tea, and Holy Water:  One woman's journey to experience Christianity around the  
globe by Amanda Hudson.  Somewhere between making cinnamon cappuccinos, coffee frappes, and 
chai smoothies, barista Amanda Hudson started pondering the great diversity of caffeine - and the 
even greater diversity in life, in the church, and in faith.   
274 OLS  Christianity and the Celts by Ted Olsen. 
280 STU  How We Got Our Denominations; A Primer on Church History by Stanley I. Stuber. 
290 HAR  Popluar aspects of Oriental Religions by Louis O. Hartman.  
297.09 FUL  A World Without Islam by Graham E. Fuller.  The author guides us through history, 
geopolitics, and religion to investigate whether or not Islam is indeed the cause of some of today's 
international crises. 
CH 226.6 SMI  First to be Called Christians by Ethel L. Smither. 
CH 270 BAI  The Church of Our Fathers by Roland H. Bainton 
CH 285 LIL  I Will Build My Church by Amy Morris Lillie.    
  
If there is a book you would like to read from our church library but are unable to get it, give Phyllis 
Vice a call (980-3106) and she will be happy to get the book to you.     
   To check out a book write your name and the date you are taking the book on the card that is in the 
pocket in the back of the book.  Place the card on the black and white spotted box (the card catalog) 
on the shelf nearest to the windows.   
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PICTORIAL DIRECTORY 

Come have your picture taken for our new church directory!  
Hung Lui will be in the parlor following worship on Sundays, 
January 24th and January 31st, to take photos of individuals 
or families.  Please make plans to participate, so that all of 
our wonderful church members will be included.   



                                                                                                  

            

DATE:          LAY READERS:                        CHILDREN IN WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS: 

1/3/16         Allison Hunter             Dianne Wallace             

1/10/16                           Larry Latimer             Jeanne Whitman   

1/17/16         Barry Long                  Mary Catherine Williams 

1/24/16         Jenny Makolandra             Jessie Woods  

1/31/16         Joe Makolandra             Bernice Brown  
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