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Retreat is good for the soul.   Every now and then, it is refreshing to step away from our “regular” life, 
and to spend time reflecting on God’s work among us.  On retreat, we see God’s power and love from 
a new perspective.  We get to know one another more deeply.  Many of you have probably had 
something like a “mountain-top experience,” when you sensed God’s presence in a profound way.   
And, of course, even Jesus set aside regular times away from the steady pace of life and ministry – to 
pray and recharge for the journey. 

I hope you will make plans to join your church family in an All-Church Retreat this August.  We will 
spend the day together on Saturday, August 3, at the DeHavens’ family cabin, and focus on these 
words of Jesus: “I am the vine, you are the branches.”  As we worship, learn, play, and relax together, 
it is my prayer that God will strengthen and renew us for ministry together!  Friends of all ages are 
welcome and encouraged to participate. 

As the fellowship committee prepares for this time away, it always helps to know how many friends 
to plan for.  Please RSVP by calling or emailing the church office by July 21. 

 

         In Christ, 

 

 

         Melissa McNair-King 
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NEWS FROM PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN 
 

PW July 2013 
 
In response to all the devastation due to storms in the mid-west, PW contributed $100 to the 
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance Fund in June.   
 

      Presbyterian Women – 
                                                                          Praying, Studying, Loving, Serving 
     
                       

  

CHECK IT OUT!  
 
Why do you read?  Is it for fun and entertainment?  Are you looking for knowledge and something 
new to learn?  Do you read for meditation and Bible study?  Do you read out loud, silently, alone, in a 
crowd, to a child?  All of the above?  None of the above?!  Each of the new books to our church library 
listed below can fill one or more of the above criteria.  They will be on display through the month of 
July in the church parlor.  Check them out! 
 
242.72 WIL The Prayer of Jabez by Bruce Wilkinson – Are you ready to reach for the extraordinary?  
To ask God for the abundant blessings he longs to give you?  Join Bruce Wilkinson to discover how the 
remarkable prayer of a little-known Bible hero can release God’s favor, power and protection.  You’ll 
see how one daily prayer can help you leave the past behind – and break through to the life you were 
meant to live.   
823.91 WOO  The Gospel According to Tolkien: Visions of the Kingdom in the Middle-earth by Ralph C. 
Wood – Ralph Wood shows us that J.R.R. Tolkien’s masterpiece is a deeply Christian work because it 
does not blink back the horrors of our terrible times but confronts them with startling honesty.   
FIC CHE  The Guardian by Robbie Cheuvront and Erik Reed – Anna Riley has just stumbled across a 
family secret – her ancestors have been keepers of an ancient scroll that God gave to John the 
disciple.  And now it’s hers.  But Anna will soon discover that being the keeper of the scroll comes at a 
price, for there are those inside the church who would have the scroll and its secrets at any cost.   
FIC ALL Eye of the God by Ariel Allison – When international jewel thieves attempt to steal the Hope 
Diamond from the Smithsonian  Institute, only its curator Dr. Abigail Mitchell stands in their way.  
Abby soon realizes she alone holds the pieces to the complicated puzzle in this deadly game of illegal 
art collectors.   
FIC WAN Naomi and Her Daughters:  a Novel by Walter Wangerin, Jr. -  Naomi’s husband and sons are 
dead.  The adopted daughter she adored was shockingly murdered, and violence and  
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war have bankrupted the families of Naomi’s people, the tribes of Israel.  Bereft and 
 inconsolable, but with a strength of character and resolution, Naomi and her daughter-in-law, Ruth, 
return to Israel where they will change the course of the children of Israel…and the world.   
CH 152.47 MUN Mad Isn’t Bad: A Child’s Book About Anger by Michaelene Mundy – This is a book 
every parent, teacher, and caring adult will appreciate.  It offers children a positive and honest view of 
anger – and what to do with it.    
YA 248.83 BAX Following Jesus Into College and Beyond by Jeff Baxter – As soon as you turn 18, you 
are officially an adult – with all the responsibilities and privileges that come with that all-important 
birthday.  But are you ready for “the real world”?  The world is changing, and it is changing quickly.  
Without a solid faith foundation, it can be easy to be pulled in a direction you don’t want to go.  This 
book will help you answer questions that will prepare you for anything life throws your way.   
 
To check out a book write your name and the date you are taking the book on the card that is in the 
pocket in the back of the book.  Place the card on the black and white spotted box (the card catalog) 
on the shelf nearest to the windows.  There is no time limit, but please be considerate of others who 
might like to check out the book.  When returning the book, please place it on top of the card catalog.  
Please do not reshelf the book.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Page Three 
 
 
 
 



ANNOUNCEMENTS AND HAPPENINGS 
 
MEMBERS OF THE YOUTH GROUP are invited to volunteer at Daily Bread the first Monday of each 
month during the summer:  July 1st and August 5th.  Also, the Youth Group will meet on Wednesday, 
7/31 for Brunch & the Bible at 10 a.m. in the manse.       
 
FAMILY DAY AT THE LAKE:  A day of pure fun!  Swim, eat and play at the Nash Family Lake House on 
Friday, July 12th.  This is for FPC youth and children, along with their families.  Bring a snack to share, a 
life jacket if you have one and meet at the church at 10:30 a.m. to catch a ride on the bus.  We’ll 
return around 4:30 p.m.   
 
WORSHIP AT CLAYTOR LAKE PARK on Sunday, July 7th.  We will not have worship here in our 
sanctuary on that day.  Instead we will gather at 9 a.m. in the large shelter across from the gazebo.  
Because Pastor Melissa is conducting worship for the Claytor Lake campers they will be joining us.  A 
pot luck brunch will follow the service.  Come and bring some breakfast/brunch food to share.  The 
drinks and paper products will be provided.  If you would like to ride the bus, please call the church 
office or Barry Long.  Come and bring a friend!   
 
COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTS for the after worship fellowships in July are:          
July 14th:  Finance             
July 21st:  Worship   
July 28th:  Choir     
 
 
 
COMMUNION will be served on Sunday, July 14th. 
 
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL will be held from Sunday, July 14th to Tuesday July 16th, from 5 – 8 p.m. at 
First United Methodist Church for Pre-K through 6th Grade.  Dinner is served each night and there will 
be games, fun, Bible characters, & music video on the big screen.  This year’s theme is “Kingdom 
Rock”.  Registration forms are available in the church office.       
 
PASTOR ON CALL:  Melissa will be on vacation the week of July 22 -28.  In case of pastoral emergency, 
Rev. Andrew Taylor-Troutman (239-7060) will be on call.    
 
THE ADULT CHOIR will be taking a well deserved break during the summer.   
If you or anyone you know would be willing to share their musical talent for  
special music during our worship service please see Mardia Long or Phyllis Vice.       
 
PLEASE SUBMIT ITEMS to the church office for the August newsletter no later than Monday, July 22nd.            

 
COATS:  If you are missing a coat, please check the coat rack downstairs.  A Lost & Found box is in the 
parlor.  Any items that are not retrieved after two months will be donated to the Emergency Needs 
Task Force.     
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DATE:          LAY READERS:                        CHILDREN IN WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS: 

7/14/13         Mardia Long             Susannah Whitener  

7/21/13         Ronnie Powers            Jeanne Whitman 

7/28/13                          Jordan Phillips             Mary Catherine Williams    
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