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Friends, 
 
I’m not sure about you, but it sure seems like the season of Lent has not started out as I had 
imagined!  Snow and ice have kept us separated from one another for Transfiguration Sunday, Ash 
Wednesday, and the first Sunday of Lent.  We have rescheduled a Baptism twice; we have 
rescheduled Communion twice.  We finally had to abandon a stated Session meeting and just hold off 
until March! 
 
This is not how I usually envision observing a holy Lent.  This is not how I tend to prepare myself for 
Christ’s journey to the cross.  I missed the ashes, and the reminder of my own mortality.  I missed our 
singing together “What Wondrous Love Is This.”  I missed the silent reflection that prepares my heart 
for these forty days.  Most of all, I have missed seeing and sharing these experiences with you. 
 
But maybe through all of our thrown-off plans, God is teaching us something anyhow.  Maybe God is 
showing us how little we are in control.  Maybe God is reminding us how much we rely on God’s own 
hand.  Maybe even in the chaos, we will know the grace and mercy of our Lord.  Praise be, that the 
God who has made us, claimed us, and carried us this far, is still at work – both through and in spite of 
our well-laid plans.   
 
         In Christ, 
 
 
          
 
         Melissa McNair-King 
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NEWS FROM PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN 
 

From Day Circle by Phyllis Vice: 
 
Sunday, March 8th, is Celebrate the Gifts of Women Sunday.  Please come and support our church 
women.   
 
Friday, March 13th, is when we will be observing World Day of Prayer.  The service will be held at St. 
Edward's Catholic Church at 11 a.m. with a pot luck lunch following.  This service was written by the 
women of the Bahamas with an emphasis on service to others.  A hand washing ceremony will be 
incorporated into our worship time.   
 
Day Circle will be meeting on Monday, March 16th, in the Manse.  Please note that this is a change in 
our regular meeting schedule.  We will continue on with the sixth lesson of Reconciling Paul:  The 
Aroma of God Among Us.  Scripture for this lesson is 2 Corinthians 2:14-17 and 6:14-7:1.  Bring a sack 
lunch and stay for fellowship afterwards.  
 
 

******************************************** 
 
       
From Night Circle by Dianne Wallace: 
 
Night Circle will meet on Monday, March 9th, in the Manse at 6:15 p.m.  Our March service project 
will be filling Easter eggs for the church Easter Egg Hunt.  Please bring small items to fill the eggs.  
Suggestions include chap stick, erasers, small party favors, bubbles, individually wrapped candies such 
as Jolly Ranchers, Starburst and Skittles.  Please avoid chocolate which melts.  For the March meal 
bring a food that starts with M, A, R, C or H. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                Presbyterian Women – 

                    Praying, Studying, Loving, Serving 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS AND HAPPENINGS     
 
BIRTHS:  
 Asher Russell Chapman was born on January 28, 2015 at 8:34 p.m. to Jeff and Angela Chapman. 

He weighed 5 lb. 10 oz. and was 18 1/4 inches long.  The proud grandparents are Larry and 
Doreen Latimer.   

 Susan Kate Long was born on February 4, 2015 at 8:07 a.m. to Bradley and Jessica Long.  
"Susie" was 6 lbs. 15oz. and 21 1/2 inches long.  The proud grandparents are Barry and Mardia 
Long.       

            
YOUTH NEWS:  

 Saturday, February 28th:  Join us for a night of fellowship and "Larger-than-life" games at the 
YMCA!  Meet at the church at 5:45 p.m. to carpool.  We will return at 9 p.m.  The cost of 
admission is one canned food item and dinner will be provided. 

 Sunday, March 22nd:  Join us for Youth Group at the Manse, from 5:30 - 7 p.m.  We'll enjoy 
food and fellowship, and talk about how we can prepare for Holy Week. 

 
WONDERFUL WEDNESDAYS in March will be Study Nights.  Everyone is encouraged to be a part of 
this on any night of any session.  It starts with dinner at 6 p.m.  The ending time is 7:30 p.m.     
       
DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME begins on Sunday,  March 8th.  Please remember to turn your clocks forward 
one hour.   
 
ON SUNDAY, March 8th, we will have a special service celebrating the gifts of women during our 
regular worship hour.  Please come and join us.   
 
EASTER LILIES:  We will begin taking orders for lilies to be placed in the sanctuary for Easter on March 
8th.  Please use the order form that will be in the bulletins.  The deadline to order a lily will be March 
30th.         
 

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER will be celebrated on March 13th at St. Edward's 
Catholic Church at 11 a.m.  A pot luck luncheon will be served.  World Day of 
Prayer is a worldwide ecumenical movement begun by Christian women of many 
traditions who come together each year to observe a common day of prayer on a 
Friday in March.  Each year a different country serves as the writer of the WDP 
prayer service.  This year it is the Christian women of The Bahamas.  WDP is 
supported by offerings given by individuals at annual prayer services organized in 
each participating country.  The offering goes to programs that address women’s 
and children’s needs.                                                                                    

 
PLEASE SUBMIT ITEMS to the church office for the April newsletter no later than Monday, March 
16th.                   
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     PALM SUNDAY PROCESSIONAL:  On Sunday, March 29th, you are invited to join members of our  
     church and other community churches for our annual Palm Sunday processional with palm branches.   
     Please plan to meet at 10 a.m. at the Maple Shade parking lot.  Meet here before 10 a.m. if you would  
     like to ride our bus.  Don't be late.  There will be no Sunday school.    
 
     PULASKI COUNTY BABY SHOP SEEKING VOLUNTEERS: 
     The Baby Shop of Pulaski County, housed in the New River Community Action building (412 N.  
     Jefferson Avenue in Pulaski), is seeking volunteers committed to helping families with young children  
     in the NRV.  Volunteers spend 2-3 hours on a week day helping to organize and set out new donations  
     as well as greet customers to the Baby Shop.  The Baby Shop provides free clothing, toys, diapers and  
     other supplies, free of cost, to low-income families who are participating in a supportive home visiting  
     program.  If you or someone you know is interested in learning more, please contact Kelsey O'Hara at  
     540-639-3159 or at outreach@nrcaa.org.     
 
 

CHECK IT OUT!  
 
On March 8th our church will participate in the Celebrate the Gifts of Women Sunday of the 
Presbyterian Church.  The role of women in the church goes back to New Testament times.  Learn our 
heritage by reading one of the books that will be on display in the church parlor through the month of 
March.  Check it out. 
 
221.92 BOE  Women of the Bible by Harry Boehme 
221.92 HON  Living Portraits:  Programs based on Character Studies of Bible Women by Betty 
Honeywell 
225.92 ROL  Personalities around Paul:  Men and Women who helped or hindered the Apostle Paul by 
Holmes Rolston 
229.8 GOS  Gospel of Mary Magdelene:  Orthodox theologian Jeans-Yves Leloup's translation of the 
Gospel of Mary from the Coptic and his profound commentary on this text are presented here for the 
first time in English. 
920 COL  Stories Behind Women of Extraordinary Faith by Ace Collins - The author gives us an 
inspiring look into the lives of twenty women whose faith transformed their lives:  Harriet Tubman, 
Mother Teresa, Lottie Moon, Catherine Hicks and others.   
VHS GUT  Women of the Bible:  Women of passion, power and purpose by Anita Gutschick - Women 
from the Bible reach across the generations to touch our hearts, and compel us to reflect on Biblical 
truths.  In sharing their stories of triumph and tragedy, they empower us to face the challenges in our 
own daily lives.   
 
   If there is a book you would like to read from our church library but are unable to get it, give  Phyllis 
Vice a call (980-3106) and she will be happy to get the book to you.     
   To check out a book write your name and the date you are taking the book on the card that is in the 
pocket in the back of the book.  Place the card on the black and white spotted box (the card catalog) 
on the shelf nearest to the windows.     
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RELAY FOR LIFE UPDATE - MARCH 2015 
 
Thanks to all for attending our first four after-church benefit dinners over the past four months.  Thus 
far the First Presbyterian Church Relay for Life Team has received over $1,900 in donations.   This 
includes nearly $390 from the spaghetti lunch on February 8th and $219 from the pie auction at 
Wonderful Wednesday on February 4th.  Our team captain, Martha Moody has also raised an 
additional $100 for this great cause bringing the total to just over $2,000.  Martha is recovering from 
her surgery at UVA and is doing well.  Please keep Martha in your prayers. 
 
On Sunday, March 8, 2015, we are planning another after church dinner.  Mark your calendars and 
join the Relay Team for some good food and fellowship. 
 
The Relay for Life team encourages sign up for team membership which is $10 per person. We have 
already signed up ten folks to join the team! The team will also be receiving $10 donations for 
luminaria to honor those who have battled cancer or as a memorial to those who have passed away.  
These will be displayed at the annual Pulaski County Relay Event which is scheduled this year for 
Saturday, June 27, 2015.  This year’s Relay event will begin at 10 a.m. Saturday morning and will be 
completed early Sunday morning around 2 a.m.  This year’s Relay will also be held at the Pulaski 
County High School stadium. 

Thanks again to all for supporting the Relay for Life.  All proceeds benefit the American Cancer 
Society.  Please contact Martha Moody or Barry Long if you would like to sign up for the team. 
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Church Financial Update – February 2015 

 

The Capital Campaign is nearly completed with many members of our church completing their 
pledges or completing sometime this year.  This has been a truly remarkable campaign in all 
respects.  We now have received over $410,000 in pledges and donations from about 75 donors.   
We have also received additional gifts from several donors enabling some special additional projects 
to be completed including new pew cushions, motorized lifts for sanctuary lights and the cross, and 

choir chairs.  At the same time our overall expenses for the campaign are now just over $505,000.    

Throughout the campaign several projects large and small were considered and approved by the 
session.   Some of these projects, including extensive repairs to the Jones building, were not 
anticipated.   As a result the campaign exceeded its initial goal of $435,000 in project related 

expenses.   

As some of the major repair work was nearing completion in 2011, the session approved the 
temporary use of funds from both the Benevolent Fund and the Phil Sadler fund.  This along with 
significant funds available in the General fund allowed the work to proceed and to be funded with a 
minimum amount of bank financing.  To date the church has paid only about $5,100 in interest to the 

bank and currently has a zero balance on the outstanding bank line of credit. 

There are currently enough capital campaign funds to replace the remaining balance borrowed from 
the Phil Sadler fund, however, about $50,000 is needed to restore all funds borrowed from the 
Benevolent Fund.  The Capital Campaign Committee is considering plans to end the present 

campaign and will advise of new drive to restore funding for the Benevolent fund later this year.    

Pledges and donations to the General Fund have not recently kept up with routine expenses for 
staff and church operations and funds have been transferred from the Capital Fund to cover the 
shortfall.  (General funds utilized for capital campaign projects now total about $64,000 versus a level 

of $95,000 in 2012.) 

This January operational expenses exceeded income by about $6,000.  While we have  
sufficient funds now available to cover the January shortfall and for the next few months, this does 
create concerns for the long-term. 
 
All giving and pledges for operation of the church is very important.  Our church has maintained an 
outreach for many years through not only church programs but through other important Community 
programs including the Pulaski Daily Bread, Emergency Needs Task Force, and Free Clinic.   Each 
member of our church fellowship is encouraged to prayerfully consider your gifts to the church and 
these community organizations. 
 
The Lord has provided some remarkable gifts to our church and we should continue to believe that 

the Lord will continue to provide what is needed. 
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DATE:          LAY READERS:                        CHILDREN IN WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS: 

3/1/15         Jordan Phillips             Janice Holt  

3/8/15         Bonnie Spivey             Lynn King  

3/15/15         Dave Spivey                                      Doreen Latimer 

3/22/15         Chasity Stevens            Violet Nash 

3/29/15                          Chris Stevens             Karen Payne 
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