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Dear friends,
Over the last year, I’ve heard from so many of my colleagues and pastor-friends who are worn out from the
conflict that their congregations have experienced during the pandemic. I want to thank you for being who
you are – a community of faith, made up of people who might not always see eye-to-eye, but who consistently
keep your hearts in the right place. Thank you for all the ways that you pray for one another, listen to one
another, forgive one another, challenge one another, and most of all – love one another.
I have started asking the Session to think about what they envision, and where God might be leading us, when
a “full return” is possible. Someday, we will get to have potlucks and hug each other, without a care in the
world! When that day comes, where will we want to put our energy? What do we want our life together to
look like? How will we do ministry within – and beyond – our walls? Are there new things we might want to
try? Old habits we might let go of?
In reviewing the history of our church, I noticed that we celebrate a milestone this year. November 27, 2021 is
the 140th birthday of First Presbyterian Church. As we start to imagine coming out of this pandemic, we are
simultaneously starting ‘from scratch,’ and building off of a powerful 140-year legacy. Where is God calling us
to go next? I hope you’ll be part of the conversation!
With gratitude,

Melissa
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ANNOUNCEMENTS AND HAPPENINGS
The Sanctuary is now open on Sundays!
If you would like to worship in person with us, please remember the following:


RSVP for the upcoming Sunday by Thursday morning of each week. (You can also let me know if you
plan to be here each week). We can accommodate 18-20 households, depending on size.
 Seats will be assigned, and spaced out by at least 6 feet.
 Masks are required (we have extras if you forget yours).
 If you plan to visit and catch up with friends after the service, please do so outdoors.
 Children ages 3-3rd grade may attend “Children in Worship” in the Fellowship Hall, and should report
directly to the Fellowship Hall at 11:00.
 If you or someone in your household is sick, please stay home and follow the service online.
All services will continue to be recorded. You can follow us “live” on Facebook at 11:00. The podcast and
YouTube will be available by each Monday, and sermon mailings will continue.

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY GROUP
The MEN’S BIBLE STUDY GROUP will meet for the 5th study lesson of ILLUMINATING LENT on
Tuesday, March 2nd at 7:00 PM in the Fellowship Hall. The 6th & final study lesson will be March 16th at
7:00 PM in the Fellowship Hall.
Illuminating Lent deepens faith and enhances knowledge through the exploration of the Lord's
Prayer. Each session examines a part of the prayer, its theological understandings, and what it means
for Reformed Christians in practical ways during Lent. The intent is to complete the study by Easter
Week.
Any questions may be directed to Ron Walters, cell # 540-616-4503 or emailed to:
ronwalters2@yahoo.com

Covid-19 safety policies regarding safe distancing and the wearing of masks will be
followed.
Easter Lilies: We will be taking orders for lilies to be placed in the sanctuary for Easter. Please use
the order form that will be in the bulletins.
Daylight Saving Time begins on Sunday, March 14th. Please remember to turn your clocks forward
one hour.
Please Submit Items to the church office for the April newsletter no later than Monday, March 22nd.
One Great Hour of Sharing: Since 1949, Presbyterians have joined with millions of other Christians
through OGHS to share God's love with people experiencing need. Your gifts support ministries of
disaster response, refugee assistance and resettlement, food for the hungry, and community
development that helps people find safe refuge, start new lives, and work together to strengthen
their families and communities. The offering will be received on Easter Sunday, April 4th.
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If You Have pledged for 2021, please pick up your offering envelopes in the back of the sanctuary.
Flowers: The new calendar for 2021 is in the back of the sanctuary. Please select a
special Sunday or Sundays and sign up to put flowers in our sanctuary. Fresh flowers
add to our worship experience and are a wonderful way to glorify God and remember
or honor people we love. You may order flowers from a florist and have them
delivered or bring flowers from your garden and put them in a vase. If you need a
vase, you can borrow one from the church. Also, please let Doreen in the church office know what
wording you want in the bulletin by Wednesday of that week.
WHAT'S HAPPENING IN PRESCHOOL

After an extended holiday break followed by my quarantine and recovery from Corona virus during
the month of January, preschool is finally back in session! The incredible preschool board and I made
the decision to remain closed after Thanksgiving break and throughout the month of December in an
effort to prevent possible Covid exposure.
The pandemic and COVID-19 have made life quite challenging, especially over the last few months
when it became a reality in our lives, not just precautions or something terrible we were witnessing in
the news. Preschool and social distancing would have been considered an oxymoron before Corona
virus, but the determination to be together, in whatever ways necessary, has taught us new ways to
interact and engage in the classroom. Most days, I forget that taking students' temperatures upon
arrival while masked, isn't something I ever thought I'd be doing in a classroom, but we can adapt to
many things with the support of each other. The preschoolers haven't mastered all the academic
skills that I would normally expect to see by this time of the school year, but I have been incredibly
impressed by their development of empathy and patience for one another! They value their time
together and have come to understand that time is a privilege, and that's been such a needed
blessing for me to witness and to put to practice in my own life again!
I want to personally thank each and every person that sent meals, thoughts, and prayers for my
family and me while I was battling Corona virus. I want to also thank Pastor Melissa, Barry Long,
Doreen Latimer, Michael Boothe, Ashley Hale, Gene Holt, Dianne Graham, Peyton Phillips, Debbi
Harrell, and Mr. Steven (Daily Bread) for their GRACE, support, and kindness. I truly can't express how
much I appreciate how patient and kind each of you are to me, no matter how late I am. You each are
a living example of a favorite scripture of mine (Ephesians 4:2), that instructs us to "Always be humble
and gentle. Be patient with each other, making allowance for each other's faults because of your
love." I am blessed beyond measure to be part of First Presbyterian and for the privilege of being the
preschool director.
With so much love,
Jessie Brockmeyer
Thank you for the kindness shown to our family during the passing of Carson in December. As
a dear husband, father, grandfather, and great-grandfather, he is deeply missed and we
sincerely appreciate the support of our church family.
With kind regards,
Ilene Compton and family
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Lenten Bible Study – God in the Wilderness
Join us on Zoom, each Wednesday night of Lent from 6:00-7:00 PM, for a Bible study led by Melissa. We will
start with the story of Jesus’ temptation in the wilderness, then look to a variety of “wilderness stories”
throughout Scripture. All ages are invited to participate!
1. February 24
Jesus is tempted in the wilderness – Matthew 4:1-11
2. March 3
Hagar & Ishmael – Genesis 21:8-21
3. March 10
Israelites in the post-Exodus wilderness – Exodus 16
4. March 17
David in the wilderness (1 Samuel 21-31, selected portions)
5. March 24
Paul in Arabia (Galatians 1:11-24)
Here’s how to Log on:
Call in from your phone (long distance rates apply – use a cell if you have one)
 Dial this phone number: 646-558-8656
When it asks for the meeting ID, dial: 928-092-4623 #
If it asks for “participant ID,” just wait or hit #
When it asks for the password, dial: 930-594 #
Join from your Smart Phone or Tablet
 Download the Zoom app (free)
 Open the app and click on “Join”
 Type in the Meeting ID: 928-092-4623
 Type in the password: FPC408
Join from your Computer
Two ways to join –
 Visit zoom.com and download the Zoom program (free) for your computer, then follow the above
instructions for tablet or smart phone.
 Email Melissa and ask for a direct link to the meeting – melissa.mcnair@yahoo.com (You may still
need the ID & password above)
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Sermon Series for Lent
Every year, we start our Lenten journey by reading from Matthew 6 on Ash Wednesday: “Beware of practicing
your piety before others in order to be seen by them…”
It’s part of Jesus’ “Sermon on the Mount,” and he is teaching his followers how to live and praise God with a
sincere heart. This year during Lent, we will examine these teachings in depth – studying a portion of
Matthew 6 each week.
Please join us either online or in person, as we look at the following teachings.
February 21: Give alms (6:1-4)
February 28: Pray (6:5-13)
March 7: Forgive (6:9-15)
March 14: Fast (6:16-18)
March 21: Store up treasures in heaven (6:19-21)

Holy Week
March 28: Palm Sunday
Outdoor worship – 11:00 AM on the front lawn/steps.
Feel free to bring a chair or picnic blanket. Masks are required, but reservations are not necessary. The service
will also be live-streamed.
April 1: Maundy Thursday Communion
On Maundy Thursday, we remember Jesus’ last meal and parting words for his disciples: “Just as I have loved
you, you also should love one another” (John 13:34).
Join us any time between 6:00-7:00 PM in the Columbarium to share the Lord’s Supper.
Pull up beside the Columbarium on 4th Street and wait for an elder to invite you forward. We will serve one or
two households at a time (depending on the number of participants). If you need or prefer to remain in your
vehicle, we can bring the meal to you as well.
Please wear a mask (you may remove it to take the elements).
April 4: Easter
Outdoor worship – 11:00 AM on the front lawn/steps.
Bring a lawn chair or picnic blanket, wear your mask, and help us celebrate the central promise of our faith –
Christ’s victory over suffering. The service will also be live-streamed.
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