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Friends in Christ, 
   Over the past month, it seems that to turn on the news has meant facing yet another violent 
tragedy in our country.  We have been filled with fear and grief in the aftermath of shootings in 
Christiansburg and in Manchester, IL.  Bombs in Boston and an explosion in West, TX surprise and 
confuse us.  What’s worse is that we know events like these happen every day around the globe.  
Sometimes it seems like the world is out of control, and there is nothing we can do but pray and 
wonder and hope. 
   This month we have been faced with the age-old question, ‘Why do bad things happen to good 
people?’  If God is both powerful and good, then why does God allow suffering?  Why didn’t God 
shield that eight-year-old boy?  Why does God let people make such huge mistakes? 
   A variety of philosophers, theologians, and people of faith have asked these questions.  Even Job, an 
upright and blameless man of Scripture, asks: “Why do the wicked live on, reach old age, and grow 
mighty in power?”1  Why is hardship so indiscriminate – why can’t it just fall upon the wicked?   
   And so far, no answer has sufficed for humanity.  But pastor and theologian Frederick Buechner 
offers this:  “Christianity ultimately offers no theoretical solution at all.  It merely points to the cross 
and says that, practically speaking, there is no evil so dark and so obscene – not even this – but that 
God can turn it to good.”2 
   Wherever and however we find ourselves, we are never beyond God’s grasp.  The same God who 
came to dwell among us in Jesus Christ, the same God who has suffered with us and redeemed our 
lives – this God has shown that nothing, “neither death nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things 
present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will 
be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.”3  
   May God’s love spur us on, as we strive for a day of peace. 
         With hope, 
 
         Melissa McNair-King 

                                                           
1
 Job 21:7 

2
Buechner, Frederick.  Wishful Thinking: A Seeker’s ABC, page 28. 

3
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NEWS FROM PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN 
 

From Day Circle by Phyllis Vice: 
 
   May 3rd is Church Women United’s annual Friendship Day.  This service is observed worldwide.  This 
year’s theme is “Behold, I Stand at the Door and Knock”.  First Presbyterian will be hosting.  The 
service begins at 7 p.m.  Our guest speaker will be Judy Casteele.  Her topic is domestic violence.  The 
service will be followed by pot-luck refreshments of finger foods in the fellowship hall.  All are 
welcome to join us.   
   PW will be participating in the PW Birthday Offering on Sunday, May 12th.  This year’s recipient of 
the offering is the Westminster Neighborhood Ministries: Child, Family and Adult Education 
Connection in Indianapolis, Indiana.  Westminster Neighborhood Ministries serves the basic needs of 
families who live in Near Eastside Indianapolis, where close to 34 percent of neighborhood families 
have incomes below the poverty level.  Over the past 30 years, Westminster’s services have expanded 
rapidly and need to continue to grow to meet the needs of those they serve.  Birthday Offering grant 
monies will help Westminster expand its educational services, extending service to preschool-age 
children, expanding its basic adult education program, and providing financial counseling to families 
so that they can more effectively improve and sustain their standard of living.      
   Day Circle meets on May 13th at 11 a.m. in the home of Dot Cash (1812 Monte Vista Drive).  We will 
be finishing up our Bible Study on the Epistles.  Melissa McNair-King will lead our final lesson:  
Brothers and Sisters in Harmony.  Phyllis Vice will give our devotion and Bonnie Spivey will bring our 
intercessory prayer.  Bring a sack lunch and stay for the fellowship following the meeting.  All are 
welcome.     
 

******************************************** 
 
From Night Circle by Jenny Makolandra: 
 
The Night Circle will meet on Monday, May 13th, at 6:30 p.m. in the manse.   
 
 

 

      Presbyterian Women – 
                                                                          Praying, Studying, Loving, Serving 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS AND HAPPENINGS 
 
CHURCH WOMEN UNITED Friendship Day will be on Friday, May 3rd.  The program  
will be at 7 p.m. at this church.  The theme is on hospitality: Behold I Stand at the 
 Door and Knock.  Judy Casteele is the guest speaker.  Her topic will be on domestic  
violence.  A pot-luck of finger food refreshments will be served in the fellowship  
hall after the service.  Everyone is welcome to join us in this world wide observance.     
 
MARK YOUR CALENDAR!  Sunday, May 5th, will be “Youth Sunday”.  Members of our youth group in 
grades 6 – 12 will plan and lead worship for us.  Please make plans to join us and support the youth on 
this special day.  The last youth group meeting for this year will be on May 5th from 5:30 to 7 p.m.  
 
BISCUITS & GRAVY BRUNCH will be served on Sunday, May 5th, after church in the fellowship hall.  
This is a fund-raiser for Relay for Life.  Please come and join us for some good fellowship and good 
food!   
 
PENTECOST SUNDAY is May 19th.  Communion will be served.   
 
HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS will be recognized during worship on Sunday, May 19th.   
They are Peyton Phillips and Shane Williams.   
 
PLEASE SUBMIT ITEMS to the church office for the June newsletter no later than the Monday after 
the Session Meeting, May 20th.             
 
PRE-SCHOOL graduation will be held in the sanctuary on Friday, May 24th, at 10 a.m. 
 
CHURCH OFFICE will be closed on Monday, May 27th, in observance of Memorial Day.       
 
WE WELCOME Damion Stanovcak and Pamela Agnew who united with our church on Sunday, April 
28th and brought their infant son, Jaxon, to be baptized.       
 
A DVD of “The Bible in 30 Minutes” is available!  Melissa gave this presentation at our last Wonderful 
Wednesday study on April 17th.  A copy of the DVD can be borrowed from the church library.  Special 
thanks to Ernie Wallace for filming the presentation.     
 
SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES will be suspended during the summer months.  The first Sunday of 
fellowship gatherings following worship at 10 a.m. will be June 2nd.   
 
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL will be held from Sunday, July 14th to Wednesday, July 17th from 5 – 8 p.m. 
at First United Methodist Church.   
 
REACH OUT, INVITE OTHERS – Are there folks in your life that could touch and/or be touched by our 
church family?  Invite them to worship, Sunday School, Wonderful Wednesday, or other church 
activity.   
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HANDBELL CONCERTS     
 

On May 19th at 3 p.m. the Memorial Baptist Church Handbell Choir will be presenting their free spring 
concert.  Memorial Baptist Church is located on Peppers Ferry Road, Pulaski. 
 
On May 31st at 7:30 p.m. the Mill Mountain Ringers will be presenting their free spring concert at the 
Windsor Hills United Methodist Church at the corner of Windsor and Mudlick Roads in Roanoke, VA.  
Please let Phyllis Vice know if you are interested in attending this concert.  If we have enough, the 
church bus will be available; otherwise, carpooling will be arranged.   
 
 

 

CHECK IT OUT!  
 
Take a look at any month on the calendar and you will see many “National” days of this and that.  
When you think of May (without looking at the calendar) what comes to mind first?  Mother’s Day, 
I’m sure, and Pentecost would probably be a close second.  Below is a list of books in our church 
library.  They will be on display in the parlor throughout the month of May. 
 
221.92 BOE  Women of the Bible by  Harry Boehme 
221.91 HON  Living  Portraits by Betty Honeywell 
226.6 PHI  Young Church in Action by J.B. Phillips 
230 JON   The Christ of Every Road by E. Stanley Jones 
231.1 BAR  The Promise of the Spirit by William Barclay 
231.3 HOW  The Kiss of God by James C. Howell 
CH 221.92 MOS  Famous Women of the Bible by Jean Dell Mosley 
 
CH denotes children’s books 
 
To check out a book write your name and the date you are taking the book on the card that is in the 
pocket in the back of the book.  Place the card on the black and white spotted box (the card catalog) 
on the shelf nearest to the windows.  There is no time limit, but please be considerate of others who 
might like to check out the book.  When returning the book, please place it on top of the card catalog.  
Please do not reshelf the book.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Page Four 

  



RELAY FOR LIFE UPDATE 
 
   We received about $500 in donations at the pancake brunch following church on April 14th.  This 
brings total donations to nearly $1,300 for the three after church lunches thus far.  Many thanks to 
Archie, Aiko, Chris, Mardia, Carla, Jenny and others who helped prepare the food.  The eggs-Aiko style 
were especially good.  Thanks to all who attended and enjoyed the great food and fellowship.   
   Our next after church meal will be a biscuits and gravy breakfast brunch on May 5th.  You may sign 
up to join the team or purchase a luminaria in memory of or to honor a friend or loved one who has 
battled cancer.  All proceeds go to the American Cancer Society.  The Pulaski Relay for Life event will 
be held at Randolph Park on Friday, May 17th, beginning at 6 p.m.  We will have free hot dogs and 
hamburgers for anyone who wants to join us for the evening.  Bring some snacks or a dessert to share 
if you can, but you are encouraged to just stop by to help support the event.   
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Church Capital Campaign Update 4-15-2013 

The Capital Campaign continues to be a great blessing for our church.  We have now received 64 pledges 
and donations totaling nearly $373,000.   Donations received as of April 15, 2013 now have reached roughly 
$270,500.   Most of the repair / renovation projects inside and outside the church have now been completed.  
In January major critically needed repairs to the Jones building roof and exterior siding, soffit, guttering were 
completed.  The Jones building houses the Community Action / Emergency Needs organization and Boy Scout 
troop #249.   Recent work completed included installation of new baseboards in the fellowship hall and 
hallways and re-plastering of the second floor restrooms. 

Total capital project expenses (for projects originally proposed in 2011 and those added during the first half of 
2012) now have reached nearly $415,000.   Other non-project expenses for the campaign now stand at 
roughly $27,000 which brings the total for the campaign close to $442,000 compared to the overall $435,000 
originally proposed and approved by the session and congregation.  The unanticipated, but critically needed, 
repairs to the Jones building cost $29,500.  Completion of these repairs will, however, eliminate the need for 
any exterior maintenance (painting, roof patching, etc.) for many years.   

With the addition of the Jones building repairs, total capital project expenses now stand at $470,500. Funds 
have been utilized for the capital fund, with approval of the session, including $89,000 from the general fund 
and the temporary use of funds from the Benevolent fund ($70,000) and the Phil Sadler Benevolent Fund 
(now at $38,000 – reduced from $40,000 borrowed initially).   This has been supplemented with bank line of 
credit (now established with a limit of $100,000) which presently has a balance of only $500.   Use of funds in 
this manner has allowed interest payments to be held to $5,100 thus far for the entire capital campaign.   
Note:  The strong pledging and donation support for the Capital campaign, has made significant savings in 
interest payments possible and the session is committed to fully replace both Benevolent funds as pledges and 
donations continue to be received over the next two years through the end of 2014.  

This is a truly amazing blessing for our church! 

The session has approved some additional capital work considered critical including installation of a new 
church sign and associated landscaping and installation of light-lift systems to safely maintain sanctuary 
lighting.    The cost of these projects has been estimated at roughly $12,000, but will be refined over the 
coming months.   Several other projects have been tabled awaiting further review, including new flooring for 
the fellowship hall, new exterior handrails, and installation of a third floor bathroom.   All capital projects now 
approved by the session will require bank funding of up to $30,000 to complete, depending on the level of 
additional donations received to fund all capital work. 

On behalf of the session:  Thanks to all for your support of the Capital Campaign! 

     Sincerely, 

     The Finance and Administration Committee 
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DATE:          LAY READERS:                        CHILDREN IN WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS: 

5/5/13         Susannah Whitener            Doreen Latimer     

5/12/13         Tripp Whitener            Debbie Maxwell 

5/19/13         Tom Haller               Violet Nash 

5/26/13         Carla Hallstead              Karen Payne 

The usher captain for the month of May is Jeanne Whitman. 
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