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Friends,
Six months ago, I don’t think any of us imagined that this is what our year together would have looked like.
The pandemic, the political climate, the election cycle, the racial tensions – all of it has tested our nation and
this community.
I continue to remain grateful at who YOU are as a church: that you never let hot-button issues or
disagreements become greater than your mission to love and serve God’s children. That is a longstanding part
of this church’s DNA.
But I know we have been tested also. Our patience is tested as this season lingers on and on. Our
graciousness is tested when we see something outrageous on social media or the news. Even our love is
tested, when we start to see people as ‘enemies’ rather than neighbors.
Receive this challenge from Paul’s letter to the Romans (ch. 12) – a blessing and a reminder of how to live
during difficult times:
9
Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good; 10love one another with mutual
affection; outdo one another in showing honor. 11Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in spirit, serve the Lord.
12
Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in prayer. 13Contribute to the needs of the saints;
extend hospitality to strangers. 14Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them.
15
Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep. 16Live in harmony with one another; do
not be haughty, but associate with the lowly; do not claim to be wiser than you are. 17Do not repay
anyone evil for evil, but take thought for what is noble in the sight of all. 18If it is possible, so far as it
depends on you, live peaceably with all.
May God fill us with the strength to live in this way.
In Christ,
Melissa McNair-King
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ANNOUNCEMENTS AND HAPPENINGS
Sunday, September 6: Drive-Through Communion
As weather permits, we will hold a drive-through Communion service on the first Sunday of each month from
11:00 AM – Noon. This will be in addition to our virtual services (Facebook, YouTube, or snail mail).
What to expect:









Please drive up to the Columbarium area, at any time between 11:00 – Noon.
Three people will be ready to receive you: Melissa McNair-King, and two elders. One elder will be
‘directing traffic’ and the other will be assisting in the service.
Remain in your car until you are invited to enter the garden area. We will serve either one large
household (3 or more persons) or two small households (2 or fewer persons) at a time. (If two
households, you will be appropriately distanced from one another – and separately received and
dismissed)
The pastor and one elder will lead a simple service of Scripture, prayer, and receiving the elements
(about 3 minutes).
The bread and juice are prepackaged – they are not being prepared in the kitchen by volunteers.
The pastor, and the two elders assisting, will all be wearing masks the entire time.
You may remove your mask when you partake of the elements.

At 12:15, we will hold a Communion service on Zoom for those who prefer to participate from home. Be
prepared to provide your own bread and juice, and email Melissa in advance for the link to join in
(melissa.mcnair@yahoo.com).

Church Office will be closed on Monday, September 7th, in observance of Labor Day.
Adult Sunday School
We will begin a new Sunday School series on Zoom: Sunday, September 20. This will be a six-week series
called “Enough: God’s Blessings in Abundance” by Dr. Laura Mendenhall. Each participant will receive a short
booklet to follow along – so please Reserve your copy by calling the church office or emailing Melissa, no later
than September 10. I am also happy to help you learn Zoom if you’d like to participate! Anyone with a
landline, cell phone, tablet, or computer can join!
Please stay tuned for the possibility of in-person Small Group Bible studies this fall – and please let Melissa
know if you would like to lead or attend a smaller (in person) Bible study.
Here’s How to Log on:
Call in from your phone (long distance rates apply – use a cell if you have one)


Dial this phone number: 646-558-8656
When it asks for the meeting ID, dial: 928-092-4623 #
If it asks for “participant ID,” just wait or hit #
When it asks for the password, dial: 930-594 #
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Join from your Smart Phone or Tablet





Download the Zoom app (free)
Open the app and click on “Join”
Type in the Meeting ID: 928-092-4623
Type in the password: FPC408

Join from your Computer
Two ways to join –
 Visit zoom.com and download the Zoom program (free) for your computer, then follow the above
instructions for tablet or smart phone.
 Email Melissa and ask for a direct link to the meeting – melissa.mcnair@yahoo.com (You may still
need the ID & password above)

Please Submit Items to the church office for the October newsletter no later than Monday, September 21st.
Supporting the Ministry of First Presbyterian Church: These are trying times, and if you need to make
changes to your pledge or intended financial support for this year, we certainly understand. The ministry of
our church continues all the more in times of crisis. If you can continue financially supporting the church, the
best way to do that right now is through snail mail:
First Presbyterian Church
PO Box 824
Pulaski, VA 24301
We are working on setting up a secure, online giving option through the Presbyterian Foundation as well. We
will let you know when this is available. Thank you for ensuring that our witness to God's grace can continue
in the midst of - and beyond - this crisis.
Prayer Teams Continue:
Thank you to the 25 people who volunteered to be on our prayer team. These members have agreed to set
aside an extra moment to pray each day for a member of our church. They each received six or seven names
from the church directory – everyone is included in the prayers. Know that someone is always praying for you,
until we can meet in person again!
Stay in Touch:
There are many ways to stay in touch with our church during these days of challenge. Please sign up for as
many avenues as you like:
 Email (Worship materials and announcements are sent each Sunday morning, and otherwise as
needed): To subscribe, visit: http://eepurl.com/gVSnKL
 Text Message: To sign up for text alerts, you can text the message: @melissamk to the number:
81010
 Facebook: Visit www.facebook.com/FPCPulaski and “like” our page!
 YouTube: Visit www.youtube.com. Search for “First Presbyterian Pulaski VA” and click “Subscribe.”
You will be notified any time a new video is shared on our page.
 Snail Mail: We have attempted to send weekly communications to anyone who may not regularly use
email. If you would like to receive a paper copy of each week's sermon and worship announcements,
please call the church office.
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Wonderful Wednesdays
As you have likely guessed, holding our traditional Wednesday meal and program would be nearly impossible
to facilitate in the coming months. Gathering large groups of all ages around a shared meal and Bible study is
one of my favorite times each week (and I know the same is true for many of you)! But this would not be a
faithful or healthy ministry during the pandemic.
Instead – the Session has decided to hold a smaller offering for Children and Youth (Grades K-12) on
Wednesday afternoons from 2:00-3:00 PM. This will be an in-person gathering, focusing on faith formation,
Bible study, and fellowship. This group will also have the chance to work with Kendall Payne on a Christmas
play/program for our church! We will maintain appropriate social distance and use the outdoors as much as
possible.
In order to appropriately plan for these gatherings, sign-ups will be required. We need to know how to
arrange our space, how many adult leaders to have on board, and the ages of participants.
Please email or call Melissa to sign up your child (melissa.mcnair@yahoo.com or 577-0023) by Sunday,
September 6 – or let me know if you have questions.
We will kick off on Wednesday, September 16: 2:00-3:00 PM!
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